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Christian Essentials #1
FORGIVENESS
Forever from God

Section I: What Must I Believe to be Forgiven by God?
√ Week 1

1.1
p. 1

The Bad News about Humanity and the Good Newsabout Jesus Christ
 The FORGIVENESS study explains the bad news about your sins and
the Good News about Jesus Christ’s sacrifice for them. (1 Pet 3:18)
A) Introduction to the FORGIVENESS study
B) Introduction to the Christian Essentials

1.2
5

An Introduction to theWorld’s Biggest Religion
 Christianity has a unique founder, faith, book, and love. (John 14:6)

A) The unique person of Jesus Christ
B) The unique book & beliefs of Christianity
C) The unique love of Christianity

Small Group Discussion
√ Week 2

1.3
12

What Must I Believe About God to be Forgiven Forever?
 God the Father is holy and will punish all sin. But He is also lovingand willing to forgive sin. (John 3:16, 18)

A) God the Father is holy and loving
B) God the Father will punish all sin
C) God the Father is willing to forgive sin

1.4
18

What Must I Believe About Myself to be ForgivenForever?
 Your sins deserve God’s punishment and your good deeds cannot paythe penalty. (Rom 3:2o, 23)

A) God condemns you because you break His law
B) Your good deeds do not pay for your bad deeds
C) Why Jesus died on a cross



1.5
24

What Must I Believe About Jesus Christ to be ForgivenForever?
 You are forgiven forever if you trust that Christ’s death paid thepenalty for your sins. (Rom 3:22)

A) Admit you need a Savior
B) Trust that Jesus Christ paid for your sins
C) Trust in Jesus Christ as your Savior and King
D) How can you trust in Jesus as your Savior?

30 Project 1.A: Ask God to Open Your Heart to Jesus Christ
31 Project 1.B: Share the Good News About Jesus with a Non-Christian Friend
34 Diagram 1.1: The Cross Diagram

Small Group Discussion
Section II: How Can I Be Sure I am Forgiven by God?

√ Week 3

1.6
35

Being Certain about the Most Important Thing in YourLife
 God wants His children to know they are forgiven forever and haveeternal life. (1 John 5:13)

A) God wants His children to be certain about the most important thing
B) Why God wants you to be certain about being forgiven forever
C) God wants you to examine yourself to be certain you are forgiven forever

1.7
41

Why You Can Be Certain You Are Forgiven Forever
 God’s Spirit lives inside every real Christian and the effects will provethey are forgiven forever. (1 John 4:13).

A) God’s Spirit indwells the Christian and seals and guarantees their salvation
B) God’s Spirit living in you will have powerful affects
C) The indwelling of God’s Spirit will change your desires, lifestyle and feelings
D) False signs of the Spirit

1.8
51

How You Can Be Certain You Are Forgiven Forever
 Loving God and loving people is the proof you have been forgivenforever. (1 John 3:10)

A) Your forever forgiveness is proven by your new love for God
B) Your forever forgiveness is proven by your new love for people
C) Good deeds do not earn your forever forgiveness but they prove you havebeen forgiven forever

60 Project 1.C: Make Sure You Are a Christian



Small Group discussion
Section III: Important Commitments for the Christian

√ Week 4

1.9
63

What is God’s First Commandment for a Christian?
 God wants you to be baptized. (Acts 2:38)

A) Why should you be baptized?
B) Who should be baptized?
C) How should you be baptized?

69 Project 1.D: Be Baptized or Baptize Others (Includes practical steps for baptism)

1.10
70

What are Important Commitments to Grow as aChristian?
 God wants you to be committed to 5 practices and a local church tohelp you grow as a Christian. (Acts 2:41, 47)

A) God wants you committed to learning & obeying the Bible
B) God wants you committed to Christian friendships
C) God wants you committed to the Lord’s Supper
D) God wants you committed to praise and prayer
E) God wants you committed to sharing the good news about Jesus to non-Christians
F) How can you keep these commitments?

77 Project 1.E: Choosing a Church
79 Project 1.F: Planning & Pursuing My Christian Commitments

Small group discussion
Appendices

80 Memory Verses for the FORGIVENESS Study
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Chapter 1.1The Bad News about Humanity and the GoodNews about Jesus Christ
1 Peter 3:18

Week 1
John Newton was a cruel and alcoholic slave trader in the 1700’s.Ironically, he spent several years in Africa as a slave himself, after beingabandoned by other slave traders because of his despicable character. ButGod revealed Himself to this great sinner. John’s father sent a ship torescue his son from slavery. However, on the return voyage, theyencountered a fierce storm that was sinking the ship. John called out toGod to save him and at that very moment some cargo shifted to plug a holein the ship, saving the crew. This was the beginning of John’s spiritualjourney to become a Christian.John Newton’s conversion to Christianity resulted in him becoming anordainedminister and being a primary influence on the British governmentto abolish slave trading in 1807. He later wrote: “It will always be a subjectof humiliating reflection to me, that I was once an active instrument in abusiness at which my heart now shudders.”John Newton is an example of the power of God’s grace to transform aperson’s life. His life also reveals the power of God’s grace to forgive eventhe worst of sinners. Which is why John Newton wrote the most popularhymn in all of Christian history: “Amazing Grace.” John had experiencedthe grace of God promised in the Bible and described in this verse:

Christ suffered for our sins once for all time. He never sinned,but he died for sinners to bring you safely home to God yourFather. (1 Peter 3:18 1)
The FORGIVENESS study explains the bad news about your sins and theGood News about Jesus Christ’s sacrifice for them.
A) The Gospel is the central message of Christianity

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the central message of Christianity. In theChristian New Testament (NT) writings, Gospel means “God’s good newsto humans about Jesus Christ.” 2 Why do humans need good news fromGod? Because He also has some very bad news for them: “All people . . . areunder the power of sin” (Rom 3:9). Sin is breaking the laws of God.The Bible teaches that sin has severe consequences for humanity. “Godshows his anger . . . against all sinful, wicked people” (Rom 1:18). And ifGod never forgives them, “They will be punished with eternal destruction”(2 Thess 1:9). That’s the bad news. Which is why the Gospel of Jesus Christ
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is good news, even the very best news! Through trusting the Gospel of JesusChrist, anyone can be completely forgiven forever for all their sin!This is because, “Christ suffered for our sins once for all time. He neversinned, but he died for sinners to bring you safely home to God. (1 Pet3:18). The FORGIVENESS study explains the bad news about your sinsand the Good News about Jesus Christ’s sacrifice for them.
B) Introduction to the FORGIVENESS study

This study is for those seeking to understand how they can be forgivenby God. But it is also for Christians because, as stated above, the GoodNews about Jesus Christ is the essential message of Christianity. Finally,FORGIVENESS is a good orientation for those wanting to be baptized. Thefollowing is a summary of the topics in this study.
Section I: What Must I Believe to be Forgiven Forever by God? (chapters1.2-1.5). These chapters are an explanation of both the bad news about yoursins against God, and the Good News about Christ’s sacrifice to pay foryour sins. They explain what Jesus and the Bible say about beingcompletely forgiven forever by God and escaping His punishment for yoursins.
Section II: How Can I be Sure I am Forgiven by God? (chapters 1.6-1.8).These chapters provide a biblical answer to this vital question. God wantsa real Christian to be absolutely certain they are completely forgivenforever. And the Bible tells them how.
Section III: What are Important Commitments for the Christian? (chapters1.9-1.10). These chapters explain the important commitment of waterbaptism and encourage a number of other vital practices for especiallyyoung Christians to understand.
C) Introduction to the Christian Essentials studies

The FORGIVENESS study is the first in a series of Christian trainingmaterials called the Christian Essentials. These are designed to help youunderstand, experience, and apply the word, ways, and will of God to yourlife. The Christian Essentials are available in both electronic and audioversions from the New Life Community Church website. 3 There is also alink there enabling you to order professionally printed versions of thestudies.The overall purpose of the Christian Essentials is reflected in thesummary Bible verse for the series: “Be transformed by the renewing ofyour mind” (Rom 12:2 NIV). That is an amazing promise from God! But itwill require time and effort for it to be true of your life. These studies willhelp you do the work necessary to experience permanent and profound



CE #1: FORGIVENESS 3
change in your life by changing what you believe in your heart. ThisFORGIVENESS study consists of the following elements.
Weekly readings: There will usually be two short chapters each week toread. You will also be asked to answer a few questions from your readingto test your understanding of the key points. It will be helpful if you noticethe questions at the beginning of the chapters andmark the answers as youread along. These readings will take about 30 minutes per week.
Weekly projects: For most weeks throughout the study you will be asked todo an activity that helps you put the readings into practice. The Bible says,“Don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, youare only fooling yourselves” (Jas 1:22). The weekly projects help you dothis. They require between a few minutes to an hour or more.
Group Times: You are encouraged to go through the Christian Essentialsstudies with a small group of 3-4 people. Spend part of the time talkingabout the weekly readings and Projects.
Memory verses: You are encouraged throughout the Christian Essentialsto memorize the primary Bible verse for each chapter. You will be askedduring your Barnabas Group to recite the verses for that week. Remember,the key to spiritual growth and power, and a primary purpose of thesestudies is to help you “Be transformed by the renewing of your mind”(Rom 12:2). Memorizing God’s word helps you do this. You will find a listof the memory verses for this study in Appendix 1.A.

The primary Bible translation used in the Christian Essentials is theNew Living Translation (NLT), unless otherwise noted. At times theDynamic English Version (DEV) is used. It provides a more expanded andoften clearer translation of the literal Greek and Hebrew texts of Scripture.Explanatory endnotes are usually provided for the DEV.These studies are primarily designed to be used in a small group format.However, their structure also serves very well as a “sermon starter” for achurch leader. Each chapter usually includes a beginning illustration, aprimary biblical text, primary point, and three subpoints. A teacher isencouraged to add their own personal examples and practical applications.Before using the Christian Essentials you are encouraged to get yourPastor’s approval before doing so. He is God’s helper for your spiritualgrowth and should be aware of your study through these materials.
May God the Father bless you greatly as you seek Him in the readings,discussions, and projects of the Christian Essentials.May you grow closerto God the Son and enjoy His friendship. And may you experience more ofGod the Holy Spirit and His supernatural love, joy, peace, and power.

►Memorize 1 Peter 3:18 in the translation above or another one.
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1 (1 Pet 3:18 DEV)- “God your Father” reflects which Person of the Trinity is beingreferred to.
2 The word “Gospel” comes from the Old English word “gōdspel” meaning “goodmessage.” Early English versions of the Bible used “gōdspel” to translate theancient Greek word euangelion which means “good news” (A Greek-EnglishLexicon of the New Testament [BDAG]). Therefore the word “Gospel” in the NTmeans “God’s good news to humans about Jesus Christ.”
3 Both electronic and audio versions of the Christian Essentials studies can befound at https://newlifecr.com/christian-essentials/.

► Read the next chapter to prepare for your discussion group this week.
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Chapter 1.2
An Introduction to theWorld’s Biggest Religion

John 14:6
Week 1
► After reading this chapter, answer the following questions:
1) What did Jesus claim was unique about Him? What do you think?
2) What do Christians claim is unique about the Bible?What do you think?
3) Why do Christians claim their love proves they know God? What do youthink?
4) What was especially meaningful to you in this chapter? Why?

In his extensive study, What if Jesus Had Never Been Born?: ThePositive Impact of Christianity in History, Dr. D. James Kennedy writes:The morality of any society can be easily judged by the view it holdsof human life. In 1844, H. L. Hastings visited the Fiji Islands. Hefound there that life was very cheap and that it was held in lowesteem. You could buy a human being for $7.00 or one musket! Thatwas cheaper than a cow. After having bought him you could workhim, whip him, starve him, or eat him, according to your preference-and many did the latter.He returned a number of years later and found that the value ofhuman life had risen tremendously. One could not buy a humanbeing for $7.00 to beat or eat. In fact, you could not buy one for sevenmillion dollars. Why? Because across the Fiji Islands there were1,200 Christian chapels where the Gospel of Christ had beenproclaimed, and people had been taught that we are not our own;that we have been purchased with a price, not with silver and gold,but with the precious blood of Jesus Christ. 1
Christians believe that the demonstration of such life-changing powerthrough belief in Jesus Christ is evidence that Jesus was telling the truthwhen He said:
I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to theFather except through me. (John 14:6)
This is one of the most remarkable statements Jesus Christ ever made.No other leader of a major world religion has ever said anything like it. Itis one of many things that are unique about Christianity and its founderJesus Christ. This chapter’s main point is:

Christianity has a unique founder, beliefs, book, and love.
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A) The unique person of Jesus Christ

A follower of Jesus asked Him how he could go to the Eternal Paradiseof Heaven to be with God. Jesus said He was the only “way” to Heaven,that His teaching was the only “truth” about Heaven, and that He was theonly one who could give someone eternal “life” (cf. John 14:5-6).The Christian Bible says, “There is salvation [from the punishment ofGod] in no one else [but Jesus]! God has given no other name underheaven by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). And, “There is only oneGod and one Mediator who can reconcile God and humanity—the manChrist Jesus” (1 Timothy 2:5). Jesus and His followers claimed He was theonly way to Heaven.Jesus made many unique claims like this. Therefore, if you take Him atHis word, and consider His deeds, you cannot put Him in the same class asother leaders of major religions. For example, none of the leaders of majorreligions ever claimed to be God. But Jesus said, “Anyone who has seen mehas seen [God] the Father” (John 14:9-10).Buddha said, “I am only a teacher in search of the truth.” But over 100times Jesus is recorded in the Bible beginning His statements with, “I tellyou the truth” (cf. John 14:6).Confucius said, “I never claimed to be holy.” But Jesus challenged evenHis enemies, “Which of you can truthfully accuse me of sin?” (John 8:46).And none could.Mohammed knew he was a sinner and said, “Unless God throws hiscloak of mercy over me, I have no hope.” But Jesus said He had, “theauthority on Earth to forgive sins” (Matt 9:6).None of these religious leaders were known for miracle working. ButJesus did amazing miracles everywhere He went. Jesus said:“Don’t believe me unless I carry out my Father’s work. But if I do hiswork, believe in the evidence of the miraculous works I have done,even if you don’t believe me. Then you will know and understandthat the Father is in me, and I am in the Father” (John 10:37-38)
And Christians believe that the unique miracle-working abilities of JesusChrist is evidence that He alone came from God and spoke for Him.Of course the greatest and most unique miracle about Jesus was Hisresurrection. Every other religious leader in the world has died and is stilldead. But Jesus said, “After three days I will rise from the dead” (Matt27:63), and He did!To a group of religious leaders Jesus said:“You are from below; I am from above. You belong to this world; Ido not. . . . Unless you believe that I am who I claim to be, you willdie in your sins. . . . I tell you the truth, anyone who obeys myteaching will never die!” (John 8:23, 51).

Statements like this led the Oxford Professor C. S. Lewis to remark:
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I want to prevent anyone from saying the really foolish thing theyoften say about Jesus: ‘I am ready to accept Him as a great moralteacher, but I don’t accept his claim to be God.’ That is one thing wemust not say.A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus saidwould not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic —on the level with the man who says he is a poached egg — or else hewould be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice.Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman orsomething worse. You can shut him up for a fool, you can spit at himand kill him as a demon or you can fall at his feet and call him Lordand God, but let us not come with any patronizing nonsense abouthis being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. Hedid not intend to.Now it seems obvious to me that He was neither a lunatic nor adevil. Consequently, however strange or terrifying or unlikely it mayseem, I have to accept the view that He was and is God. 2

Likewise, the French Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte wrote:I know men and I tell you that Jesus Christ is no mere man. BetweenHim and every other person in the world there is no comparison.Alexander the Great, Caesar Augustus, Charlemagne, and myselffounded empires; but on what foundation did we rest the creations ofour genius? Upon force. Jesus Christ founded an empire upon love;and at this hour millions of men would die for Him. 3
Mahatma Gandhi described Jesus as, “A man who was completelyinnocent, offered himself as a sacrifice for the good of others, including hisenemies, and became the ransom of the world. It was a perfect act.” 4
With such a unique and powerful founder, it is not surprising thatChristianity is the largest religion in the world with over 2 billion claimingto be followers. 5 K. S. Latourette, Professor of History at Yale Universitywrote: “As the centuries pass, the evidence is accumulating that, measuredby His effect on history, Jesus is the most influential life ever lived on thisplanet.” 6 We even divide human history by the birth of Christ (B. C. “beforeChrist” and A. D., Latin for anno Domini, “the year of our Lord”).Therefore, it would seem worthwhile to understand what is uniqueabout Christianity, and what it says about obtaining eternal life andreaching a perfect paradise called Heaven. Jesus said, “I am the way, thetruth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except through me”(John 14:6). Christianity has a unique founder, beliefs, book, and love.

B) The unique beliefs & book of Christianity
Jesus Christ and His followers teach the following 10 things that areunique to Christianity:
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1) The Christian Bible is the only sure source of God’s word to humans(cf. 2 Tim 3:16).
2) God is three perfectly united Persons, God the Father, God the Son,and God the Holy Spirit (cf. John 1:1-3, 18; 2 Cor 3:17-18; Matt 28:19).
3) God the Son, Jesus Christ, came to Earth by being born as a manthrough a virgin woman by the power of the Holy Spirit (cf. Matt 1:20-23).
4) Jesus Christ lived a sinless life, sacrificed His life to pay for the sins ofothers, and rose from the dead to prove it (cf. John 8:46; 2 Cor 5:21; 1Cor 15:3-8).
5) People cannot pay the penalty of their sins by doing good deeds (cf.Rom 3:20; Eph 2:8-9).
6) Trusting in Christ’s death to pay for your sins is the only way to beforgiven by God (cf. John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 1 Tim 2:5).
7) Christians are given eternal forgiveness and life that can never be takenfrom them, and they can be absolutely certain they possess these thingsand will go to eternal Paradise (cf. John 6:37-40; 1 John 5:13).
8) Followers of Christ are permanently indwelled with the Holy Spirit,recreating them spiritually, resulting in a new desire and supernaturalability to obey God and love people (cf. John 3:5-6; Eph 1:13-14; 2 Cor5:17; Eph 4:22-24; Gal 5:22-23).
9) There is an evil being called the Devil who, with his demons, invisiblydeceives and rules the anti-Christian people of the world (cf. John 8:43-45; 2 Cor 4:4; Eph 6:12; 1 John 3:8-10; 5:19).
10) Jesus Christ will come again, defeat all His enemies, and establish Hisrighteous reign in a perfect Paradise on a New Earth forever (cf. Matt24:29-31; 2 Thess 1:6-10; 1 Cor 15:20-28; Rev 21:1-5).

Some of these beliefs reveal another uniqueness of Christianity. It is aloving relationship with God based on grace and acceptance, not a harshreligion based on fear and performance. Your forgiveness and acceptancefrom God are based on that relationship, not on following rules.What are the beliefs of Christians based on? The Christian Bible ofwhich the Apostle 7 Paul wrote: “is inspired by God” (2 Tim 3:16). The Bibleis by far the most printed book in the world with 3 billion copies. 8 It is alsoby far the most translated book, being read in over 2000 languages. This isbecause the Bible has transformed more lives than any other book onEarth.Why should you believe the Christian Bible contains words from God?First, the history of the events recorded in it have been confirmed byhistorians and archeologists. 9 The people described in the Bible were real



CE #1: FORGIVENESS 9
people, including Jesus Christ. Albert Einstein said, “No one can read theGospels without feeling the actual presence of Jesus. His personalitypulsates in every word. No myth is filled with such life.” 10

Secondly, nothing in science has disproved the Bible. In fact, the moreyou discover about Creation’s intricate design, the more evidence you havethat God created the world just like the Bible teaches. 11Thirdly, scholars have concluded that there are 737 predicted events inScripture. Scholars have also demonstrated that over 600 of the Bible’spredictions have already come true exactly when and how they weresupposed to. No other book or writings of the major religions containfulfilled prophecies like the Christian Scriptures. 12 This is because only theBible was inspired by God who alone can predict the future.Over 100 of the fulfilled predictions in the Bible were perfectly fulfilledby Jesus Christ. For example, around 700 B.C. the Prophet Isaiah wrote:“The Lord Himself will give you the [miraculous] sign. Look! The virginwill conceive a child! She will give birth to a son and will call himImmanuel (which means 'God is with us')” (Isa 7:14). About 700 yearslater Jesus was born of the virgin Mary, claiming and uniquely proving Hewas God in a human body. 13All of this is proof that the remaining 130 some prophecies in the Biblewill also come true. These primarily refer to the Second Coming of Christto gather and bless His followers and judge the rest of the world.Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come tothe Father except through me” (John 14:6). Christianity has a uniquefounder, beliefs, book, and love.
C) The unique love of Christianity

The religion that has the most love is the most likely to be from God.Christians have proven to be among the most loving people in the world.Christians have started, served, and funded more hospitals, schools,orphanages, and relief agencies for natural disasters, famine, women’srights, slavery, and poverty in the world than all other religions combined.In the historical study quoted above, Dr. D. James Kennedy repeatedlydocuments his claim: “Despite its humble origins, the [Christian] Churchhas made more changes on earth for the good than any other movement orforce [or religion] in history.” 14 For example, it was Christians like JohnNewton and William Wilberforce in England and Abraham Lincoln inAmerica that ended slavery in their countries and Christians are the mostaggressive at working to end slavery around the world today.History confirms that other religions often produce stagnant societiesand even violent ones. But Christian nations are by far the most peacefuland prosperous. The example of Christianity’s impact on the Fiji Islandswas described at the beginning of this chapter. No other religion in theworld can claim even one such example. Not Buddhism, Hinduism,
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1 D. James Kennedy and Jerry Newcombe,What if Jesus Had Never Been Born?:The Positive Impact of Christianity in History (Thomas Nelson, 1997), 27.
2 C. S. Lewis,Mere Christianity (Harper Collins, 2001), 54-56.
3 Napoleon Bonaparte, “On the Divinity of Jesus Christ, at Saint Helena, 1820,”www.godtheoriginalintent.com/PDF%20Chapters/Napoleon20Bonaparte.pdf.
4 “Mahatma Gandhi, “Fasts for Communal Peace” online athttp://www.mkgandhi.org/g_communal/chap25.htm.
5 According to theWorld Religion Database, in 2010 there were about 2.3 billionfollowers of Christianity. This is compared to about 1.5 billionMuslims, 1 billionHindus, and about .5 billion Buddhists. See online at
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Major_religious_groups.

6 K. S. Latourette, online at http://www.tentmaker.org/Quotes/jesus-christ.htm.
7 Apostle (meaning representative) is the word in the Bible to describe a man whowas chosen by Jesus Christ to write the New Testament of the Bible. Much of theOld Testament was written by Prophets.

Humanism, Islam, Marxism, or New Age. And the history of Christianitycan boast of a multitude more of testimonies of transformed lives.Jesus foretold to His followers: “Your love for one another will proveto the world that you are my disciples [followers]” (John 13:35). Perhapsyou have experienced the unique love and kindness of a Christian. Ofcourse there are too many people who claim to be Christians but do not actlike it. As we will see later in this study, God forbids anyone to claim theyare a Christian if they do not love people. Real Christians are the mostpatient, kind, hard-working, honest, and loving people you will know. C. S.Lewis described them in this way:[Christians] are dotted here and there all over the earth. Every nowand then one meets them. Their very voices and faces are differentfrom ours: stronger, quieter, happier, and more radiant. They loveyou more than others do, but they need you less. 15
Christians believe all of this is proof that they uniquely have a powerthrough the indwelling of the Holy Spirit that radically changes them intopeople who radically love other people. And their unique love givesChristians a reason to claim they know the only way to God and Heaven.Jesus said: “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come tothe Father except through me” (John 14:6). Accordingly, Christianity hasa unique founder, beliefs, book, and love.

► Return to the beginning of this chapter and answer the questions there.
► Recite 1 Peter 3:18 from memory.
►Memorize John 14:6 in the translation above or another one.
►Meet with your small group this week to discuss these last two chapters.
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8 For a list of the most printed books in the world see online athttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_most-printed_books.
9 For explanations of the historical accuracy of the Bible see online athttp://www.icr.org/biblical-record/
10 Albert Einstein, quote taken from “What Life Means to Einstein,” The SaturdayEvening Post, October 26, 1929; http://www.jewishvoice.org/who-is-yeshua/quotes-about-jesus/
11 For explanations of the how the Bible’s description of creation is confirmed inmodern science see online at http://www.icr.org/bible-genesis/
12 For an examination of some claims that the Koran contains fulfilled prophecysee online at http://www.answering-islam.org/Responses/Shabir-Ally/q14_prophecy.htm
13 J. Barton Payne in his detailed study, Encyclopedia of Biblical Prophecydocuments these figures (Harper & Row, 1973). For a description of several ofthe most important and amazing biblical predictions that have come true seeonline at:http://s3.amazonaws.com/trainingtimothys/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/23190821/9.8-The-Divine-Record-of-Biblical-Prophetsx.pdf
14 Kennedy and Newcombe, 3-4.
15 Lewis, 223.
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Chapter 1.3
What Must I Believe about Godto be Forgiven Forever?

John 3:16, 18
Week 2
► After reading this chapter, answer the following questions:
1) Why do people make too little of God’s love? Does this describe you?
2) Why do people make too little of God’s hatred for sin? Does this describeyou?
3) How does the death of God the Son reconcile God the Father’s justiceand mercy?
4) What was especially meaningful to you in this chapter? Why?

C. S. Lewis (1898-1963) was a Professor of Philosophy and EnglishLiterature for almost 40 years, serving at both Oxford and CambridgeUniversities. At age 17 he wrote: “I believe in no religion. There is absolutelyno proof for any of them” and He was “angry with God for not existing.”But God continued to reveal Himself to Lewis. At the age of 31 he wrote:You must picture me alone in that room at Oxford, night after night,feeling the steady, unrelenting approach of Him whom I so earnestlydesired not to meet. I gave in, and admitted that God was God, andknelt and prayed. That night I was perhaps the most dejected andreluctant convert in all of England. 1
Not only did C. S. Lewis convert from atheism to Christianity, but hebecame perhaps the most respected Christian writer of the 20th century.Among his works was the popular Chronicles of Narnia series selling over100 million copies and resulting in three major motion pictures. This verysmart man would tell you that what Jesus claimed is true:

God the Father loved the world so much that He gave up His oneand only Son. He did this so that whoever trusts in His Son willnot be destroyed but have eternal life. . . But whoever does nottrust in God’s Son is already condemned by God because theyhave not trusted in the name of God's one and only Son.(John 3:16, 18 DEV 2)
John 3:16 is the most famous statement Jesus ever made. 3 In it Hebriefly explained the central message of Christianity. But His full statementalso included a critical warning. In this chapter you will learn:

God the Father is holy and will punish all sin. But He is also loving andwilling to forgive sin.
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A) God the Father is holy and loving

Perhaps you are one of those people who doubts God’s love. You areoverwhelmed with how much you have broken God’s laws and struggle tobelieve God could forgive you. John 3:16 is good news for you! Jesus said:“God the Father loved the world so much that He gave up His one andonly Son. He did this so that whoever trusts in His Son will not bedestroyed but have eternal life.”If you doubt God can forgive you, the Apostle Paul, perhaps the greatestChristian to ever live, wrote the following to encourage you:I used to blaspheme the name of Christ. In my insolence, Ipersecuted his people. . . . Oh, how generous and gracious our Lordwas! He filled me with the faith and love that come from ChristJesus.This is a trustworthy saying, and everyone should accept it:“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners”- and I am theworst of them all.But God had mercy on me so that Christ Jesus could use me as aprime example of his great patience with even the worst sinners.Then others will realize that they, too, can believe in him and receiveeternal life. (1 Tim 1:13-16)
God’s love is great enough to completely forgive “even the worstsinners.” Therefore, God’s love is certainly great enough to forgive you. 4

Do not make the mistake of thinking too little of God’s love.But perhaps you are like many people who think too little about God’sholiness. To be holy means to hate sin and separate yourself from it. Sin isbreaking God’s laws. Because God the Father is holy He hates sin andseparates Himself from sinners. The Bible says of God, “You are pure andcannot stand the sight of evil” (Hab 1:13). Therefore, people who think toolittle about God’s holiness think too little about their sin and God’s desireto punish it. In fact, they think too little about God.One of the worst mistakes humans make is to presume that God theFather already loves them and therefore will forgive them. Maybe theyknow Christ’s most famous statement above that God the Father loves theworld. Unfortunately, this has given many a false sense of security in theirrelationship with Him. Especially those who think too little of their sin andGod the Father’s holiness. They think, “If God loves me then certainly Hewill forgive me.”Unfortunately many people do not read what Jesus said just two versesafter saying God loves the world in John 3:16. In verse 18 He said: “Butwhoever does not trust in God’s Son is already condemned by God becausethey have not trusted in the name of God's one and only Son.” Also a fewverses later He said: “Anyone who doesn’t obey the Son will neverexperience eternal life but remains under God’s angry judgment” (John
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3:36). Do not make the mistake of thinking too little of God’s holiness andhatred for your sin.How can both John 3:16 and John 3:18 be true? If God the Father lovedthe world enough to sendHis Son to die, why does “God's angry judgment”currently remain toward some people? Because as the primary point of thischapter states: God the Father is holy and will punish all sin. But He is alsoloving and willing to forgive sin. And believing both of these things aboutGod the Father is necessary to be forgiven by Him.Jesus Christ said, “God the Father loved the world so much that Hegave up His one and only Son. He did this so that whoever trusts in HisSon will not be destroyed but have eternal life. . . But whoever does nottrust in God’s Son is already condemned by God because they have nottrusted in the name of God's one and only Son” (John 3:16, 18).
B) God the Father will punish all sin

What do you think is the biggest problem in your life? What do youneed to fear the most? Losing your job? Losing a friendship? Getting sick?Dying? If you do not trust and follow Jesus, then your greatest problem isnone of these. Your biggest problem is God. The thing you need to fear themost is being punished by God. Jesus said:Don't be afraid of those who want to kill your body; they cannottouch your soul. Fear only God, who can destroy both soul and bodyin hell. (Matt 10:28)
If you do not have a right relationship with God you should “be afraidof” Him because He will “destroy both [your] soul and body in hell.” Hellis the place of eternal punishment for those who do not trust and followJesus Christ. The Bible says of Jesus Christ:He will come with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, bringingjudgment on those who don't know God and on those who refuse toobey the Good News of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished witheternal destruction, forever separated from the Lord and from hisglorious power. (2 Thess 1:7-9)
“The Good News of our Lord Jesus” is that you can be completelyforgiven forever through Jesus Christ. But if you “refuse to obey the GoodNews,” you “will be punished with eternal destruction.”Because Hell is a real place, Jesus talked about it more often thanHeaven including:That is the way it will be at the end of the world. The angels willcome and separate the wicked people from the righteous, throwingthe wicked into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping andgnashing of teeth. (Matt 13:49-50)
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The Bible talks a lot about God being angry with people who break Hislaws. The Psalms say of God, “You hate all who do evil” and “He hates thosewho love violence” (Psalms 5:5; 11:5). The Prophet Isaiah wrote: “TheLORD Almighty will be exalted by his justice” (Isa 5:16 DEV).The Father’s “justice” will result in the punishment of people who breakHis laws. What kind of God would just let people disobey Him withoutpenalty? That would be a weak god. The real God is not weak.God’s anger against sinners will be very clear at the end of the world:See, the day of the LORD is coming- the terrible day of his fury andfierce anger. The land will be made desolate, and all the sinnersdestroyed with it. . . . "I, the LORD, will punish the world for its eviland the wicked for their sin. I will crush the arrogance of the proudand humble the pride of the mighty . . . The earth will move from itsplace when the LORD Almighty displays his wrath in the day of hisfierce anger." (Isa 13:9, 11, 13 DEV)
But God the Father’s anger will not only be revealed and experiencedat the end of a person’s life. He is angry with sinners now. As you havealready read: “Anyone who doesn’t obey the Son will never experienceeternal life but remains under God’s angry judgment [now]” (John 3:18,36).God the Father will punish sinners when they die, but He is alsopunishing them now. This is why so many people experience bad, hurtfulthings in their lives and feel so empty and without hope. What would weexpect when they do not have a relationship with their Creator and He isangry with them because they constantly break His laws? Unfortunately,most people belittle the glory, holiness, and justice of God the Father andhow much He hates disobedience. But He is God after all!Jesus said, “God the Father loved the world so much that He gave upHis one and only Son. He did this so that whoever trusts in His Son willnot be destroyed but have eternal life. . . But whoever does not trust inGod’s Son is already condemned by God because they have not trusted inthe name of God's one and only Son” (John 3:16, 18). God the Father isholy and will punish all sin. But He is also loving and willing to forgive sin.

C) God the Father is willing to forgive sin
God the Father is holy. He hates your sin and will punish all of it. Butthankfully He is also willing to provide a way to forgive your sin. That iswhy Jesus said, “God the Father loved the world so much that He gave upHis one and only Son. He did this so that whoever trusts in His Son willnot be destroyed but have eternal life” (John 3:16) and be forgiven forever.This is important for those who think too much of their sin and toolittle of the mercy of the Father. God the Father demonstrated His desire
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to rescue people from the punishment of their sin when “He gave up hisone and only Son” to die for those sins.No matter how great your sin, God the Father’s plan for yourforgiveness will work if you will submit to it. God is the only One with theauthority to eternally punish or forgive sin. And He has promised thatChrist’s death will pay the full penalty of your sin if you will trust and obeyHis Son.Unfortunately, the good news about forgiveness forever through JesusChrist (the Gospel) will mean little to you if you deny you deserve God’spunishment and need His forgiveness. Again, most people presume thatGod the Father loves everyone the same way and that all are His children.But this is not so. It is true, as Jesus said of God the Father: “He gives hissunlight to both the evil and the good, and he sends rain on the just andthe unjust alike” (Matt 5:45). The Father is kind and good to all humansjust by giving them life and providing for them.But the Father does not accept or forgive everyone. Only His children.And contrary to what many believe, most humans are not God’s children.The Bible says of Jesus Christ:He came into the very world he created, but the world didn'trecognize him. . . . But to all who believed him and accepted him, hegave the right to become children of God. (John 1:10, 12)

You do not possess the acceptance, protection, and privileges of beinga son or daughter of God the Father just by being born into this world. Onlythose who have “believed . . . and accepted” Jesus Christ as their onlySavior and King are given “the right to become children of God.” God is theCreator of all people but not the Father of all people. Many people do noteven want God to be their father. They reject God’s Son instead of trust andaccept Him. Therefore God rejects them.The Father is going to punish every single one of your sins. He can dothis by the punishment He gave His Son when He died hanging on a cross.Or He will punish your sins by sending you into the fire of Hell. But if youare one of those who will accept Christ’s sacrifice for your sins, then Godcan be both just and loving toward you. Just, because your sins werepunished. Loving, because His Son suffered the punishment for you. Thedeath of God the Son demonstrates that God the Father is holy and willpunish all sin. But He is also loving and willing to forgive sin.God the Father is holding out a peace offering to you in His Son. If youaccept it, the Father will accept you. If you reject Christ, the Father willreject you. As Jesus Christ said: “God the Father loved the world so muchthat He gave up His one and only Son. He did this so that whoever trustsin His Son will not be destroyed but have eternal life. . . But whoever doesnot trust in God’s Son is already condemned by God because they havenot trusted in the name of God's one and only Son” (John 3:16, 18). God
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1 C. S. Lewis, Surprised by Joy (Harvest, 1966), 115, 228-229.
2 John 3:16 (DEV)- “God the Father” reflects which Person of the Trinity is beingreferred to.“Trusts” translates the Greek word pisteuōnmeaning: “to consider somethingto be true and therefore worthy of one’s trust, believe” (BDAG). In modernEnglish, “trust” conveys the meaning here better than believe. Many peoplebelieve in Jesus Christ but it does not change their life. The promise in John 3:16is for those who actually trust Him.“Destroyed” translates the Greek word apolētai meaning: “to cause orexperience destruction” (BDAG).“Condemned” translates the Greek word krinetai meaning: “to pass anunfavorable judgment upon, find fault with, condemn” (BDAG). Jesus’ meaningis more than God just evaluating people, but rather He punishes them. See NIV,ESV, NET.
3 Some English translations stop quoting Jesus at John 3:15, suggesting He didnot personally speak verses 16-21 (cf. NIV, NET). But it is clear that Jesus is stilldialoguing with Nicodemus (cf. vs. 3:1-15) and even answering a questionNicodemus asked in v. 9. There is no break in the dialogue to suggest otherwise.Therefore, the NLT, NASB, ESV, KJV, NCV are correct to extend the quotationthrough v. 21.
4 Some will object that Jesus spoke of an “unforgiveable sin” (Matt 12:32). But thisdescribed people whose hearts were so hard that when they saw Jesus heal aman they claimed He did it with the Devil’s power. For more on this see thesection on Your Father’s Acceptance in Christian Essentials study #3, FAITH.

the Father is holy and will punish all sin. But He is also loving and willingto forgive sin.
► Return to the beginning of this chapter and answer the questions there.
► Recite John 14:6 from memory.
►Memorize John 3:16, 18 in the translation above or another.
► Read the next chapter to prepare for your discussion group this week.
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Chapter 1.4
What Must I Believe About Myselfto be Forgiven Forever?

Romans 3:20, 3:23
Week 2
► After reading this chapter, answer the following questions:
1) If you were to die today, and God were to ask you: “Why should I let youinto My Heaven?” What would you say?
2) What are some ways you have sinned and broken God’s laws?
3) Why will your good deeds not be able to pay for your bad deeds?
4) What was especially meaningful to you in this chapter? Why?

Who holds the most ancient world record in the famous Guinness Bookof World Records? Simeon of the Pillar. Who lived from about the year380 to 450. He has a world record because for 37 years, withoutinterruption, he lived on top of a pillar in the middle of a desert.Simeon’s home was a column that was eventually 50 feet high and hada platform on top of only about 3 feet by 3 feet. A ladder to the top was builtso young boys from the nearby village could provide Simeon food andwater. For 37 years he constantly lived, slept, prayed, and evidently wentto the bathroom from a 3 by 3 foot pillar 50 feet off the ground. He nevercame down until at the age of 80 they discovered he had died up there.What drove Simeon to live so sacrificially? He believed such a greatsacrifice would earn him the forgiveness of God. You would think it wouldbe pretty hard to even sin if you were living on top of a pillar in the middleof the desert. But Simeon was trying to earn the favor of God. He told hismother through a messenger: “If we are worthy we will see one another inthe life to come.” 1 Simeon believed you have to do enough good, spiritual,and sacrificial things to earn your forever forgiveness from God and go toHeaven. And even after all of his sacrifice, Simeon still was not sure he wasworthy of such forgiveness.The truth is no one will ever be worth of being forgiven by God forever.In this chapter you will learn why all of Simeon’s sacrifices, and all of theother things that people do to earn God’s favor are rejected by God.
Everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God's gloriousstandard (Romans 3:23).

No one can ever be made right with God by doing what the lawcommands. The law simply shows us how sinful we are(Romans 3:20).
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How would you answer the following vital question:If you were to die today, and God were to ask you: “Why should I letyou into My Heaven?” What would you say?
Most people respond they have not done anything bad enough to berejected by God. Or they have done enough good things to pay for the badthings in their life. The Bible says all of these beliefs are wrong. And theyare wrong about the most important question they need to answer: Whywould God accept me and forgive me?You read in the last chapter there is a great penalty for sin. Therefore,the important question is how do you obtain God’s forgiveness for your sin.Most people answer that question in the wrong way, and end up paying forit for eternity. The main point of this chapter is:
Your sins deserve God’s punishment and your good deeds cannotpay the penalty.

A) God condemns you because you break His laws
Why is God angry with people and planning to punish them foreternity? Because they break His laws which the Bible calls sin. The Biblesays: “If we claim we have not sinned, we are calling God a liar” (1 John1:10). Sin is breaking the laws of God. Christians believe some of these lawsare communicated in the Ten Commandments of which God said:I am the LORD your God . . . You must not have any other god butme. You must not make for yourself an idol of any kind . . . You mustnot bow down to them or worship them, for I, the LORD your God,am a jealous God who will not tolerate your affection for any othergods. . . .You must not misuse the name of the LORD your God. The LORDwill not let you go unpunished if you misuse his name. . . . Honoryour father and mother. . . . You must not murder. You must notcommit adultery. You must not steal. You must not testify falselyagainst your neighbor. You must not covet your neighbor's house.You must not covet your neighbor's wife . . . or anything else thatbelongs to your neighbor. (Exod 20:2-5, 7, 12-17)
Have you ever loved anyone or anything more than God? Have youever used God’s or Jesus’ name as a swear word? Have you ever dishonoredyour parents, stolen something, lied about something, or wantedsomething that belonged to someone else? Then you have broken acommandment of God and sinned against Him.However, sin is not just your outward actions, but also your inwardthoughts and attitudes. Jesus said:You have heard that our ancestors were told, “You must notmurder. If you commit murder, you are subject to judgment.” But I
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say, if you are even angry with someone, you are subject tojudgment! . . .You have heard the commandment that says, “You must notcommit adultery.” But I say, anyone who even looks at a womanwith lust has already committed adultery with her in his heart.(Matt 5:21-23, 27-28)

God knows your life and howmuch you sin against Him in your actions.God also knows your mind and how much you sin against Him in yourthoughts. And if you are honest, you know howmuch you break God’s lawstoo. As the Bible says: “Everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God'sglorious standard” (Rom 3:23). Your sins deserve God’s punishment andyour good deeds cannot pay the penalty.
B) Your good deeds do not pay for your bad deeds

It was stated above that not even the great sacrifices of Simeon of thePillar could earn him forever forgiveness from God. The Apostle Pauldescribed his experience and belief about this in his own life when hewrote:I was a member of the Pharisees, who demand the strictestobedience to the Jewish law. I was so zealous that I harshlypersecuted the church. And as for righteousness, I obeyed the lawwithout fault.I once thought these things were valuable, but now I consider themworthless because of what Christ has done. Yes, everything else isworthless when compared with the infinite value of knowing ChristJesus my Lord. For his sake I have discarded everything else,counting it all as garbage, so that I could gain Christ and becomeone with him.I no longer count on my own righteousness through obeying thelaw; rather, I become righteous through faith in Christ. For God’sway of making us right with himself depends on faith. (Phil 3:5-9)
Accordingly, the Apostle Paul wrote elsewhere in the Bible: “No onecan ever be made right with God by doing what the law commands. Thelaw simply shows us how sinful we are” (Rom 3:20).Many think God gave you His laws such as the Ten Commandments soyou will know how to be accepted by God. They think they can pay for thebad things they do, by doing good things. But the purpose of God’scommandments are not to show you how to pay for your sins. Instead,God’s “law simply shows us how sinful we are” (Rom 3:20).One of the biggest mistakes that humans make is believing their gooddeeds earn them a place in Heaven. They compare themselves with “bad”people and conclude that surely God will accept them. There are severalproblems with this idea. First of all, Jesus said relatively very few peopleare going to go to Heaven. Jesus taught:
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You can enter God’s Kingdom only through the narrow gate. Thehighway to hell is broad, and its gate is wide for the many whochoose that way. But the gateway to [eternal] life is very narrowand the road is difficult, and only a few ever find it. (Matt 7:13-14)

We must ask a very important question here. Why did Jesus say “onlya few” people will “find” the “gateway to [eternal] life”? Especially if the“road” to eternal life is good deeds? If being good is how you get to Heaven,wouldn’t there be many people going instead of “few”? The answer is this.The reason that “only a few” people will “find” the “gateway to [eternal]life” is because most people will try to find the road to eternal life by beinggood. Most people think being good is the road and gate to Heaven, but itis not. And that is why “the many” are on “the highway to hell.” As theBible text for this chapter tells you: “No one can ever be made right withGod by doing what the law commands” (Rom 3:20) and being a goodperson.One of the reasons that your good deeds cannot pay for your bad deedsis that the Bible says: “The wages of sin is death” (Rom 6:23). A wage issomething you earn. According to God, you earn the death penalty whenyou sin. No amount of good deeds will pay the death penalty. Only dyingpays the penalty for your disobeying God.Sin has infected even the good things you try to do. Imagine that youwere infected with leprosy. But you wanted to make some food as a gooddeed for your friend. Would your friend accept the food? No, because theywould not want to be contaminated. This is how it is with God. He isperfectly pure and cannot have any contact with any sin, or people who areinfected with sin.The Prophet Isaiah said: “We are constant sinners; how can peoplelike us be saved?We are all infected and impurewith sin.Whenwe displayour righteous deeds, they are nothing but filthy rags” (Isa 64:5-6). Godwill not accept your “righteous deeds” because you are “infected andimpure with sin.” More often than you might think, even the good thingsyou do are motivated by selfish desires. The Bible says, “No one can everbemade right with God by doingwhat the law commands. The law simplyshows us how sinful we are” (Rom 3:20). Your sins deserve God’spunishment and your good deeds cannot pay the penalty.
C)Why Jesus died on a cross

We began this chapter with an important question: Why do you thinkyou will be accepted by God? Many answer they have not done somethingbad enough to be rejected by God. Many others think their good deeds,such as going to church and giving money, will earn God’s acceptance. Butif that was true, WHY DID THE FATHER HAVE TO SEND HIS SON TODIE ON A CROSS FOR YOUR SINS?
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1 For more on Simeon of the Pillar see online at:https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simeon_Stylites

Think about it. Does your belief about how to be accepted by God evenneed the death of God’s Son for you? Do you even believe you needed Christto die for you? If you believe your good deeds will pay your way to Heaven,you do not need Christ to die for you. The Bible says, “If keeping the lawcould make us right with God, then there was no need for Christ to die”(Gal 2.21). But Christ needed to die for your sins because your good deedsdo not pay for your bad deeds.God will only forgive those who admit their good deeds will not pay fortheir bad deeds. Most people refuse to admit this and try to justifythemselves before God. They refuse to believe that “The wages of sin isdeath, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord”(Rom 6:23). Why did Jesus die? Because: “The wages of sin is death.” Onlydeath pays for your sins. Either Christ’s death or your death. But not yourgood deeds. The Bible says to Christians:God rescued you from His wrath because of His undeservedkindness. This happened through faith given to you, and not fromyourselves. Your rescue from God’s wrath is a gift from God and nota result of something you did so that no one can boast it dependedon them. (Eph 2:8-9 DEV 2).
What are you “rescued” from? God’s eternal punishment for breakingHis laws. Why are you forgiven? “Because of His undeserved kindness.”How are you forgiven? “Through faith given to you” to trust Christ to payfor your sin by dying on the cross. Why can “no one . . . boast” about beingforgiven by God? Because even your saving “faith,” and every otherrequirement for forgiveness is “not from yourselves” but “a gift from Godand not a result of something you did.” It is all God’s work to rescue youfrom the penalty of your sin. 3This is another unique belief of Christianity. Like many religions,Christianity teaches that “Everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God'sglorious standard” (Rom 3:23). But every other religion in the worldclaims you can pay for your bad deeds by doing good deeds. RealChristianity alone proclaims: “No one can ever be made right with God bydoing what the law commands” (Rom 3:20). Therefore, your sins deserveGod’s punishment and your good deeds cannot pay the penalty.

► Return to the beginning of this chapter and answer the questions there.
► Recite John 3:16, 18 from memory.
►Memorize Romans 3:20 and 3:23 from the translation above or another.
► Read the next chapter to prepare for your discussion this week.
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2 (Eph 2:8-9 DEV)- “Rescued you from His wrath” translates the Greek wordsesōsmenoi, meaning “To rescue and preserve from danger or destruction”(BDAG). It is often translated as merely “saved,” but the Greek has the morecomplete and clear meaning of “being saved from danger.”“Underserved kindness” translates the Greek word chariti, meaning “abeneficent disposition toward someone, grace, favor” (BDAG #2). Webster’sdefines “grace” as “unmerited kindness.” Accordingly, Greek scholar WilliamMounce defines the Greek charis as “the acceptance of and goodness towardthose who cannot earn or do not deserve such favor” (Complete ExpositoryDictionary of New Testament Words [Zondervan, 2006], 304).
3 Respected Bible teacher John MacArthur comments on Ephesians 2:8-9:Our response in salvation is faith, but even that is not of ourselves [but is]the gift of God. [Saving] Faith is nothing that we do in our own power or byour own resources. Otherwise salvation would be in part by our own works,and we would have some ground to boast in ourselves. Paul intends toemphasize that even faith is not from us apart from God’s giving it.(MacArthur New Testament Commentary [Nelson, 1986])For further discussion on Ephesians 2:8-9 see Pastor Kurt’s commentaryonline at:http://s3.amazonaws.com/trainingtimothys/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/23190754/18.1-Water-Baptism.pdf
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Chapter 1.5
What Must I Believe About Jesus Christto be Forgiven Forever?

Romans 3:22
Week 2

We are made right with God by placing our faith in JesusChrist. And this is true for everyone who believes,no matter who we are. (Romans 3:22)
You read in the previous chapter: “No one can ever be made right withGod by doing what the law commands” (Rom 3:20). This means youcannot earn the Father’s forgiveness with good deeds. How then do youobtain God’s forgiveness? The main point of this chapter is:

You are forgiven forever if you trust that Christ’s death paid the penaltyfor your sins.
This is the Gospel, the good news about forgiveness forever throughJesus Christ!

A) Admit you need a Savior
Unfortunately, if you refuse to believe the bad news about thepunishment your sins have earned, the good news about God’s forgivenesswill mean nothing to you. The bad news is that you have disobeyed Godand earned the penalty of His punishment. But if you refuse to believe this,you will not believe you need to be forgiven by God.Likewise, if you believe you can earn God’s acceptance by doing gooddeeds, you will not care that God had His Son die to pay for your sin.Imagine that you had cancer and there was a cure for it. If you refusedto believe or admit you were deathly sick you would not value or pursue thecure because you do not understand or admit your need. Just the same, ifyou do not believe you need to be rescued from the wrath and punishmentof God because of your disobedience to His laws, then you will not valuethe cure for sin that God offers through Jesus Christ.Therefore, if your conscience and the Holy Spirit are convincing youthat you are a sinner deserving God’s judgment, then the forgiveness ofGod is good news! In fact, the very best news you will ever hear. The Biblesays, “We are made right with God by placing our faith in Jesus Christ.And this is true for everyone who believes, no matter who we are” (Rom3:22). You are forgiven forever if you trust that Christ’s death paid thepenalty for your sins.
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B) Trust that Jesus Christ paid for your sins

The Bible says:God, with undeserved kindness, declares that we are righteous. Hedid this through Christ Jesus when he freed us from the penalty forour sins. For God presented Jesus as the sacrifice for sin. People aremade right with God when they believe that Jesus sacrificed his life,shedding his blood. (Rom 3:24-25)
What is God’s forgiveness based on? Jesus Christ has done everythingfor you. He lived a pure life for you. He paid the death penalty for you whenHe died on the cross. The Bible says, “God made Christ, who never sinned,to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with Godthrough Christ” (2 Cor 5:21). Also, “Christ suffered for our sins once forall time. He never sinned, but he died for sinners to bring you safely hometo God” (1 Pet 3:18). God has allowed Jesus to pay the death penalty foryour sin. God has offered to transfer Christ’s holiness to you!In the previous chapter you learned that no human can be good enoughto be forgiven by the Father. But God the Son was good enough. And asGod in a human body, He alone could be good enough. This is why Jesussaid this about getting to Heaven: “I am the way, the truth, and the life. Noone can come to the Father except through me” (John 14:6).Imagine that you are in court before a judge to pay a fine for breakinga law. But you do not have enough money and will therefore be put in jail.The judge could justly require you to pay the penalty for your crime. Butinstead he stands up and removes his robe, comes around to your side ofthe judge’s bench, and gives you money to pay the fine. Then he returns tohis seat, accepts the payment he gave you, and sets you free. This is whatGod has done through Christ for those who will receive His gift.Some people struggle with receiving the Father’s forgiveness becausethey feel unworthy. No one has ever died for them like Jesus did, or forgiventhem like the Father desires to. They are so aware of their sins they doubtthe Father could completely forgive them. But remember, even the ApostlePaul said, “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners- and I am theworst of them all” (1 Tim 1:15).The blood that God the Son shed for sin is precious and powerfulenough to pay for any amount of sin. God’s love is big enough to cover andforgive your sins. The Bible says to Christians: “He forgave all our sins.He canceled the record of the charges against us and took it away bynailing it to the cross” (Col 2:13-14). When you become a Christian, Goderases any record of your sins because His Son already suffered for them.The Bible says, “We are made right with God by placing our faith inJesus Christ. And this is true for everyone who believes, no matter whowe are” (Rom 3:22). You are forgiven forever if you trust that Christ’s deathpaid the penalty for your sins.



CE#1: FORGIVENESS 26
C) Trust in Jesus Christ as your only Savior and King

How do you obtain this wonderful gift of forgiveness from God? Asdiscussed in chapter 1.2, the most famous statement that Jesus Christ evermade was: “God the Father loved the world so much that He gave up Hisone and only Son. He did this so that whoever trusts in His Son will not bedestroyed but have eternal life” (John 3:16 DEV). What does it mean tobelieve? It means to trust. You really do not believe something or someoneunless you trust. You receive the Father’s gift of forgiveness by trusting inthe name of Jesus Christ.What does the name Jesus Christ mean? Jesus (Hebrew: Joshua)means Savior. Christ (Hebrew: Messiah, “anointed one”) means King.Trusting in Jesus as your Savior means you depend on Him to rescue youfrom the penalty for your sins. Trusting in Christ as your King means yougladly agree to follow Him and obey His commands. The Lord Jesus Christcannot be divided. You cannot trust in Him as only your Savior and rejectHim as your King. In fact, as discussed in the next chapter, obeying Christas your King is the only sure proof that you have truly trusted in Him asyour Savior.Trusting in Christ as your Savior and King includes believing in Hisresurrection. The Bible says: “He was shown to be the Son of God when hewas raised from the dead by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Rom 1:4).Therefore, the Bible also says: “If you confess with your mouth that Jesusis Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, youwill be saved [from being punished for your sin]” (Rom 10:9). When Godraised Christ from the dead it was proof that He is the only one that canrescue you from the penalty of sin which is death. It was also proof thatGod has crowned “the Son of God” to be your only rightful Lord.The Bible calls Jesus “Savior” only about ten times, but calls Him“Lord” about 700 times! If you want the Father’s forgiveness you musttrust that Jesus saves you from the penalty of your sin and that Christ isthe King you will obey. The Bible says, “We are made right with God byplacing our faith in Jesus Christ. And this is true for everyone whobelieves, no matter who we are” (Rom 3:22). You are forgiven forever ifyou trust that Christ’s death paid the penalty for your sins.
D) How can you trust in Jesus as your Savior?

You can understand all the truth necessary to be a Christian and stillnot be a Christian. Mere knowledge of the Good News about Jesus Christwill not get you to Heaven. What is necessary is to trust and even love thisGood News. The Bible speaks of “those on their way to destruction,because they refuse to love and accept the truth that would save them” (2Thess 2:10).
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How do you go from merely knowing the Good News about Jesus, todearly loving and personally trusting in that Good News? GOD HAS TOHELP YOU.Any human can logically understand what the Bible says about JesusChrist. But it requires a MIRACLE from God to enable you to personallytrust in Jesus Christ as your Savior and love Him as your King. This is thekind of believing that saves you from God’s punishment for your sins. TheBible says that humans are not naturally born with the ability to trust andlove Christ in this way.Therefore, it is important to understand that becoming a Christian isnot merely making a decision. It is not choosing to change religions or joina group. It is not choosing to change certain bad habits. Likewise, beingborn into a Christian family does not make you a Christian either. Why?The Bible explains:The merely natural person without God’s Spirit does not value andtrust the truths that come from God’s Spirit [like the truth aboutJesus]. This is because these truths sound foolish to them and theycannot grasp their importance because they can only be properlyevaluated with God’s Spirit” (1 Cor 2:14 DEV 1).
The Holy Spirit of God must give you the ability to correctly evaluateand trust in who Jesus Christ really is.Why is this? Because there is anotherspirit at work in the world. The Bible says:Satan, who is the god of this world, has blinded the minds of thosewho don’t believe. They are unable to see the glorious light of theGood News. They don’t understand this message about the glory ofChrist, who is the exact likeness of God” (2 Cor 4:4).
People are born into this world being spiritually blind about “the gloryof Christ” and who He really is. This is why the Bible says this aboutChristians: “God . . . has made this light shine in our hearts so we couldknow the glory of God that is seen in the face of Jesus Christ. (2 Cor 4:6).The Holy Spirit must fix your spiritual “eyes” so you can see and trust inwho Jesus Christ really is.The early Christian historian Luke describes an example of the HolySpirit doing this very thing in the Acts of the Apostles:On the Sabbath we went a little way outside the city to ariverbank, where we thought people would be meeting for prayer,and we sat down to speak with some women who had gatheredthere. One of them was Lydia from Thyatira, a merchant ofexpensive purple cloth, who worshiped God.As she listened to us, the Lord opened her heart, and she acceptedwhat Paul was saying [about Jesus]. She and her household werebaptized, and she asked us to be her guests. “If you agree that I am
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a true believer in the Lord,” she said, “come and stay at my home.”(Acts 16:13-15)

Notice some things about Lydia. First, she “worshiped God” andbelieved in God, but did not trust in Jesus Christ. Many people are like this.But it is not enough to believe in God to be forgiven by God. You must trustin His Son that He sent to die for your sins.Secondly, notice that “the Lord opened her heart” so “she acceptedwhat Paul was saying” about Jesus. That must happen for anyone toaccept and trust that Jesus is their Savior and King.Finally, notice the result of Lydia’s trusting in Christ. She obeyed Jesus’command to be “baptized” (cf. Matthew 28:19) and was kind to theChristians. As we will explainmore in the next chapter, when a person trulytrusts in Christ as their Savior and King, it radically and permanentlychanges their attitudes, desires, and lifestyle.Like Lydia, God needs to work in a person’s heart before they can trulytrust in Jesus Christ as their Savior and King. Jesus talked about this whenHe said:No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws themto me. . . The Spirit alone gives eternal life. Human effortaccomplishes nothing. And the very words I have spoken to you arespirit and life. But some of you do not believe me. . . That is why Isaid that people cannot come to me unless the Father has enabledthem. (John 6:63-65) 2

How do you know if God’s Spirit is drawing and pulling you towardJesus? Do you sense an emptiness inside of you that only He can satisfy?Are you feeling guilty about your sins against God and want to be forgiven?Are you afraid of being punished in Hell? Does the Gospel, or Good Newsabout Jesus Christ seem true to you? Can you see and trust Him as yourSavior and King?Then God has drawn you to His Son and enabled you to trust Him.Express your trust in Jesus Christ as your Savior and King right now. TheBible says: “If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in yourheart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved” (Rom 10:9).If you sincerely believe in your heart that Christ is your Savior, then Godwants you to verbally profess that He is your Lord. You can pray that toHim right now. He is listening.The Bible says, “We are made right with God by placing our faith inJesus Christ. And this is true for everyone who believes, no matter whowe are” (Rom 3:22). You are forgiven forever if you trust that Christ’s deathpaid the penalty for your sins.
► Return to the beginning of this chapter and answer the questions there.
► Recite Romans 3:20 and 3:23 from memory.
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1 (1 Cor 2:14 DEV)- “Merely natural person without God’s Spirit” translates theGreek word psychikos referring to “the natural world in contrast to the spiritualrealm” (BDAG).“Value and trust” translates the Greek word dechetai meaning “to indicateapproval or conviction by accepting” (BDAG). Paul’s meaning goes beyond theinability to logically understand, but appreciation is the idea.Several NT scholars point this out. C. K. Barrett writes, “To the natural manthese truths seem foolish because they invert the values by which he lives”(Hendrickson, 2000, p. 77). Leon Morris says, “The verb (dechomai) has an airof welcome about it; it is the usual word for the reception of a guest” (Tyndale,1999, p. 59). Gordon Fee summarizes: “The implication is not that psychikospersons are simply unable to understand the things of the Spirit, but that,because of their being ‘merely” human’ (i.e., without the help of the Spirit), they‘reject’ the things of the Spirit” (Eerdmans, 1987, p. 116).“The truths” reflects the context of the previous verses.“Grasp their importance” translates the Greek word which canmean “to graspthe significance of something” (BDAG #3).“Properly evaluated” translates the Greek word anakrinetai which can mean“to examine with the purpose of finding error; judge” (BDAG #3). Morris notesit can include the idea of “estimating” (59). See its use in the very next verse (15)where it is clearly used with the idea of evaluation.
2 For more study on the need for God’s Spirit to make a person able to trust in JesusChrist as their Lord and Savior see Biblical Faith, chapters 6.2-6.5; online at:https://trainingtimothys.org/books/book-6-biblical-believing/.

►Memorize Romans 3:22 from the translation above or another.
► If you are not a Christian, complete Project 1.A on the next page.
► If you are a Christian, complete Project 1.B on the following pages.
►Meet with your group this week to discuss chapters 1.3-1.5 of this study.Especially let the group know if you have expressed your trust in Christto God.
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Project 1.A
Ask God to Open Your Heart to Jesus Christ

Week 2
In the previous chapter you read about Lydia. She “worshipped God”but did not know the true God through Jesus Christ. Then “the Lord openedher heart, and she accepted what Paul was saying” (Acts 16:14) aboutforgiveness forever through faith in Jesus Christ.If you do not have a personal relationship with Christ, you areencouraged to pray that God would do for you what He did for Lydia. ThatHe would open your heart and remove your spiritual blindness so you canrealize who Jesus Christ really is. Then youwill have a real and life changingfaith in the Gospel of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.If you believe God is opening your heart, and you want Jesus to be yourSavior and King, then profess the following beliefs to God. They are asummary of the 6 things you must believe about God the Father, yourself,and God the Son to be forgiven forever. You can simply pray to God andtell Him you believe the following:

� My sins deserve God’s punishment.
� My good deeds cannot pay the penalty for my sin.
� God will punish sin because He is holy.
� God is willing to forgive sin because He is loving.
� Jesus Christ is my only Savior who paid for my sin bydying for them and being raised from the dead.
� Jesus Christ is my King and I want to obey Hiscommandments.

► If you have prayed these things and asked Christ to be your Savior andKing, please tell your small group when you meet this week or aChristian friend.
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Project 1.B
Share the Good News about Jesus with aNon-Christian Friend

He gave us this wonderful message of reconciliation. So we areChrist's ambassadors. God is making his appeal through us(2 Cor 5:19-20).
When you become a Christian, you also become one of “Christ'sambassadors.” Jesus wants you to be His messenger to those who needHim. Think of the person who helped you understand “this wonderfulmessage of reconciliation” with the Father. God used a Christian whocared enough to tell you the Good News about Jesus. “God is making Hisappeal through us” for people to believe in Christ.All real Christians will desire the honor of being one of “Christ'sambassadors” and telling others how to be forgiven by the Father. Hereare some practical steps for communicating the Gospel to a non-Christianperson.

Pray for them
Jesus said, “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent medraws them to me” (John 6:44). Because non-Christians are spiritually“dead” (Eph 2:1; cf. 1 Cor 2:14), God’s Spirit must work in their life to,“convict the world of its sin, and of God’s righteousness, and of the comingjudgment” (John 16:8). It is not your job to make people feel guilty abouttheir sin. This is God’s responsibility. And until He does His convictingwork in a person’s life, the Good News about God’s grace will not meanmuch to them. God has to prepare people for the Good News. Therefore,you need to pray for those you hope to share the Gospel with. The greatevangelist the Apostle Paul wrote: “Pray for us, too, that God may open adoor for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ”(Col 4:3 NIV). You should do the same.

Love them
Jesus said, “Let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so thateveryone will praise your heavenly Father” (Matt 5:16). The Father wantsto use your kindness toward people to draw them to Him. As anambassador for Christ, it is your privilege to demonstrate the love andholiness of Christ. Find ways to be kind to the people you want to speak toabout Jesus. As the saying goes: People do not care what you know untilthey know you care.
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Test them

How can you know if God is drawing someone to Him and convictingthem of their sin? Try to start a conversation with them about spiritualthings and see how they respond. You can say something like:“I have been studying the Christian Bible with a friend and have beenamazed at what it says about how God forgives us. Would you beinterested in hearing more sometime?”
A person’s response to such conversation starters will help you know ifGod is convicting them of their sin and drawing them to Him.

Invite them
Inviting a friend, family member, or coworker to church or a Christianevent can accomplish two things. Their response is another test of theirspiritual temperature. Also, meeting other Christians can be a powerfultool that God uses to draw the person to Jesus. Remember, Jesus said,“Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are mydisciples” (John 13:35). It is not only important that non-Christiansexperience your love for them. It is also important that they see the lovebetween your Christian family and friends. Invite them to opportunities toexperience this.

Team up
When Jesus sent out His twelve disciples to preach the Gospel, He“began sending them out two by two” (Mark 6:7). Likewise, when “TheLord . . . chose seventy-two other disciples [He] sent them ahead in pairs”(Luke 10:1). Practice Jesus’ strategy as much as possible. Involve aChristian friend when you befriend, serve, or share the Gospel with a non-Christian.

Share your storyJesus healed a man possessed by demons and the man became afollower of Christ. Jesus gave him this instruction: “Go home to yourfamily, and tell them everything the Lord has done for you and howmerciful he has been” (Mark 5:19). Jesus wants you to do the same.You should prepare and even practice being able to share your story injust 1-2 minutes. To develop your testimony about becoming a Christian,spend some time writing a few notes to the following questions. They willhelp you organize and communicate your testimony:
1) What was your life like before you became a Christian?
2) How did you become a Christian?
3) How has Jesus Christ changed your life?
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1 For more instruction on effectively communicating the Gospel see the section“Reaching Others” in Christian Essentials study #6: FRUITFULNESS.

Share Christ’s Story
The Bible says: “I am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ. Itis the power of God at work, saving everyone who believes” (Rom 1:16).The Father wants to use your prayers, kindness, character, and even storyto give you an opportunity to explain the “Good News about Christ.” IfGod’s Spirit is working in their life, this message will be “the power of Godat work” that convinces them to accept Jesus as their Savior and King.To share the bad news about sin and the Good News about Jesus youcan simply go through the first five chapters of this FORGIVENESS studywith someone. In addition, you can use the “Cross Diagram” on the nextpage. It is a graphic summary of the 6 beliefs necessary to have foreverforgiveness from God.

Project 1.B
You are encouraged to complete the following assignment. Think of anon-Christian friend or family member who may be willing to hear aboutyour relationship with Christ. It is suggested that you specifically tell themthe following:
“I am going through a class about Jesus. One of my assignments is toexplain more about Jesus to someone who would like to know moreabout Him. Would you be willing to help me with this?”

Most friends will be glad to help you. But you will be helping them tohave the most important thing they could ever have: forever forgivenessthrough faith in Jesus Christ! 1

► When you complete this project, tell your small group what happenedand pray for the person you talked to.
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“Cross Diagram”

6 Essential Beliefs to be Forgiven Forever

My good deedscannot pay thepenalty for my sins
No one can ever be maderight with God by doingwhat the law commands.(Rom 3:20)

My sins deserveGod’s punishment
Everyone has sinned; weall fall short of God'sglorious standard.(Rom 3:23)

GOD LME L

God is willing toforgive sin
God loved the world somuch that he gave hisone and only Son, so thateveryone who believes inhim will not perish buthave eternal life.(John 3:16)

��

�

Eternal destiny for those WITHOUT Christ

God will punish sin
Whoever rejects the Sonwill not see life, for God'swrath remains on them.(John 3:36)

� Hell
Those who refuse to obeythe Good News of our LordJesus. . . . will be punishedwith eternal destruction(2 Thess 1:8-9)

Jesus is my Savior
God declares that we arerighteous . . . throughChrist Jesus when he freedus from the penalty for oursins. (Rom 3:24)

GOD JME J
Heaven
ForgivenessForever
Eternal Life

Eternal destiny for those WITH Christ

�

Jesus is my King
If you confess with yourmouth that Jesus is Lordand believe in your heartthat God raised him fromthe dead, you will besaved. (Rom 10:9)

Christ suffered for oursins once for all time. Henever sinned, but he diedfor sinners to bring yousafely home to God.(1 Pet 3:18)

“I am the way”(John 14:6)

�
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Chapter 1.6
Being Certain about the Most Important Thing inYour Life

1 John 5:13
Week 3
► After reading this chapter, answer the following questions:
1) It is claimed in this chapter that you can be certain you have eternal lifeand are forgiven by God forever? Do you agree or disagree? Why?
2) Why does God want you to be certain you have eternal forgiveness?
3) Why does God want you to examine your life?
4) What was most meaningful to you in this chapter? Why?

James struggled a lot with knowing if he was truly a Christian. In fact,he had prayed many times for God to save and forgive him, but was notsure if his prayers worked. He believed all the things you are supposed tobelieve, but he still had doubts. John could not say he was 100% certainthat he was going to Heaven. His doubts produced fear in his relationshipwith God. And robbed him of the peace and joy that comes from knowingfor certain your sins are completely forgiven forever. John needed tounderstand what the Bible says about the assurance of our salvation. TheApostle John said:
I have written this to you who believe in the name of the Son ofGod, so that you may know you have eternal life. (1 John 5:13)
God wants His children to be certain they are forgiven forever and haveeternal life.
A) God wants His children to be certain about the mostimportant thing

What is the most important question you need to answer in this life? Itis this: Where will you go after you die? Not being certain of where you willspend eternity will gnaw on your mind your whole life. Especially whenyou are about to die. Then you will know this is the most importantquestion of your life. God wants you to settle the question of where you willspend eternity once and for all.The above Bible verse makes it clear God wants you to “know you haveeternal life.” You learned in the previous chapters that you receive “eternallife” when you “believe in the name of the Son of God” (1 John 5:13). If youhave “eternal life” from God then you have eternal forgiveness as well. Godwants His children to be certain they are forgiven forever and have eternallife.
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We live in an age of uncertainty. It is claimed we are not supposed tobe absolutely certain about anything, especially our relationship with God.Some think it is impossible or arrogant to be certain you have eternal lifeand forgiveness forever. In the face of such skepticism, the Apostle Johnwrote: “I have written this to you who believe in the name of the Son ofGod, so that you may know you have eternal life” (1 John 5:13).Some believe you can lose your relationship with God, thereforemakingit impossible to be certain you have eternal life and forgiveness forever.This is a topic that will be discussed more thoroughly elsewhere in theChristian Essentials. 1 But notice what the Apostle John is saying you canbe certain of now: “eternal life.” Eternal life is eternal. It never stops. Whenyou become a Christian you receive eternal life. Remember again Jesus’famous promise: “God the Father loved the world so much that He gaveup His one and only Son. He did this so that whoever trusts in His Son willnot be destroyed but have eternal life” (John 3:16 DEV).God’s word clearly teaches that it is possible to be certain “you haveeternal life” (1 John 5:13) now. Therefore, you can also be certain you haveeternal and complete forgiveness from God. Once you are a child of Godand have received eternal life and forgiveness forever, you will always be achild of God. Your Father will never reject you. And as we will see in thefollowing chapters, the Bible tells you how to be certain of these thingswhich are the most important thing in your life.Accordingly, NT scholar John Stott remarks on the Apostle John’spurpose for his letter:Many Christians are filled with doubt and confusion about theirrelationship with God. To read the letters of John is to enter anotherworld of assurance, truth, confidence, and boldness. The primarytheme of John’s letters is Christian certainty. John believed that thisassurance of salvation is right and healthy in all Christian people. . .This is greatly needed but sadly missing in the Church today. 2
There are many things in your life that you cannot be certain about. ButGod wants His children to be certain they are forgiven forever and haveeternal life. This is why the Apostle John wrote: “I have written this to youwho believe in the name of the Son of God, so that youmay know you haveeternal life” (1 John 5:13).

B)WhyGodwants you to be certain about being forgiven forever
Why wouldn’t God want you to know your relationship with Him iseternally secure? Wouldn’t you as a father or mother want your child toknow that you will love them no matter what? God wants you to be securein His love for you. Otherwise you will continue to live in an unhealthy fearof Him, living as if you need to keep earning His forgiveness. That is notthe relationship God wants to have with you.
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The Apostle John also wrote: “Perfect love expels all fear. If we areafraid, it is for fear of punishment, and this shows that we have not fullyexperienced his perfect love” (1 John 4:18). God does not want His childrento be afraid of anything, including “punishment,” 3 rejection, or even death(cf. Matt 10:28). Like any good Father, God wants you to be motivated tolove and serve Him out of gratitude for your forgiveness instead of fear orguilt.John wrote at the beginning of his letter another reason he wantedChristians to be sure about God’s complete and forever forgiveness: “Weare writing these things so that you may fully share our joy” (1 John 1:4).

4 Having doubts about God’s forgiveness and your ultimate eternal destinywill certainly rob your joy. But knowing for certain that you are forgivencompletely and forever and your eternal destiny is secure will give youtremendous spiritual strength and encouragement throughout your life.Not being sure about your forever forgiveness and eternal security willweaken your Christian life in many ways. For example, research hasconfirmed that many Christians who are deceived by cults and falseteachers lack confidence in God’s forgiveness.The Bible says to the real Christian: “Nothing in all creation will everbe able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesusour Lord” (Rom 8:39). “Nothing in all creation” includes your sins,weaknesses, and times of spiritual failure. A real Christian can trust thatthere is nothing they can do to separate themselves from God. This is theessential foundation of a healthy and growing Christian life.In fact, God’s promises of love are the first reason the Christian can becertain of their forgiveness. Jesus promised: “God the Father loved theworld so much that He gave up His one and only Son. He did this so thatwhoever trusts in His Son will not be destroyed but have eternal life”(John 3:16; cf. Rom 10:8-9; 1 John 5:1). The foundation of your certaintyin God’s forever forgiveness is that “it is impossible for God to lie” (Heb6:18). He keeps His promises.God has promised that “whoever trusts in His Son will not bedestroyed but have eternal life” (John 3:16). And God wants His childrento be certain they are forgiven forever and have eternal life. Which is whythe Apostle John said: “I have written this to you who believe in the nameof the Son of God, so that you may know you have eternal life” (1 John5:13).
C) God wants you to examine yourself to be certain you areforgiven forever

The Apostle John said he wrote his letter, “so that you may know youhave eternal life” (1 John 5:13). This is why throughout his letter, he alsogave clear and convincing tests of how you can know you belong to God.We will discuss these in the following chapters.
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All of this will help you do something the Bible says is important:“Examine yourselves to see if your faith is genuine. Test yourselves” (2Cor 13:5). Elsewhere the Bible says, “Work hard to prove that you reallyare among those God has called and chosen” (2 Pet 1:10). Certainty offorever forgiveness is not automatic. You must know how to discern realsaving faith in Christ and carefully “examine” your life to ensure thenecessary qualities are there. You need to “prove” to yourself that yourtrust in Christ is real and not fake. And again, the Apostle John gives us thespiritual tests needed to do this.Unfortunately, many people ignore or misunderstand the biblicalattributes of a real Christian. They think that just claiming to be a Christianor going to church is enough proof. But the Apostle John exposed suchthings as inadequate. As you will see, the biblical tests for real Christiansreflect the fact that they have God’s Spirit living inside of them. Manypeople without God’s Spirit and who are not real Christians, still claim tobe Christians, go to church, and even do Christian ministry. If you neverfeel the need to “Examine yourselves to see if your faith is genuine.” (2 Cor13:5), then perhaps your standards are not high enough.Some approach the topic of the assurance of salvation by asking thequestion, “Howmuch can a person sin and still be considered a Christian?”The Bible never answers such a question. This is because the answer isprimarily intended to give false Christians some kind of false assurance.Instead, the Bible commands: “Work hard to prove that you really areamong those God has called and chosen” (2 Pet 1:10). The result of thisapproach is to give real Christians real assurance.One of the reasons you may be afraid to “Examine yourselves to see ifyour faith is genuine” (2 Cor 13:5) is because you are afraid you will fail thetest. But everything God commands us to do is always the best thing forour life. Such examination will only have two results and both are veryvaluable.First, God is confident that a real Christian will only become moreconvinced of their relationship with Him when they “examine” themselves.Such examination and testing results in more certainty for the realChristian.Secondly, if you believe you are a Christian and have God’s forgiveness,but you are deceived about this, then God wants to reveal this to you. Beingdeceived about the most important thing in your life will hurt your life andeven your eternity. It is easy to believe you are a Christian but really arenot. Jesus warned:Many people will say to Me on Judgment Day, “Lord! Lord! Wespoke revelations from you, cast out demons, and performed manymiracles, all in Your name.” Then I will declare to them, “I neverknew you. Depart fromMe. You were doing evil things!” (Matt 7:22-23 DEV)
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1 The question of whether a real born again Christian can lose their salvation is avital topic for discussing Christian certainty about their salvation. The ChristianEssentials are written from the belief that “once saved, always saved” is biblical.That view is discussed and defended in the section Your Father’s Acceptance instudy #3 FAITH.
2 John Stott, The Epistles of John (Tyndale, 1999), 50, 54.
3 The Apostle John’s statement that we are not to be afraid of God’s punishment(cf. 1 John 4:18) may seem to contradict the NT warnings of God discipliningHis children (cf. Heb 12:5-11). But even Hebrews says the prospect of divinediscipline is to encourage us, not make us fearful (cf. v. 5). For more study onGod’s discipline for the Christian see the section on Your Father’s Acceptance inChristian Essentials study #3: FAITH.
4 Translations and commentators differ on whether John intended to say “your”

A person can do a lot of spiritual looking things and still not be aChristian. This is another reason the Apostle John gave us clear andconvincing attributes of a real Christian. If your study of these chaptersleads you to doubt you are a real Christian, there is still hope. As explainedin the previous chapter, you can ask God to open your heart and reveal thereal Jesus Christ to you.Along these lines, Dr. Stott writes regarding the Apostle John’s letters:John’s arguments are like a double-edged sword. When he seeksto help believers know they have eternal life, he equally seeks to showunbelievers that they do not. His purpose is to destroy the falsecertainty of false Christians, but also to confirm the valid certainty ofgenuine believers.The same two groups exist today. Some claim a saving faith theydo not have. Others are real Christians but have no certainty they areand believe it is arrogant to even claim this. But there is a trueChristian certainty, which is not arrogant or mislead. But as theApostle John teaches, is the will of God for His people. So John urgeshis readers to examine themselves, and he supplies tests by which wecan do so. 5
Again, we will study these tests of true saving faith in the followingchapters. God wants His children to be certain they are forgiven foreverand have eternal life. Which is why the Apostle John said: “I have writtenthis to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you mayknow you have eternal life” (1 John 5:13).

► Return to the beginning of this chapter and answer the questions there.
► Recite Romans 3:20-23 from memory.
►Memorize 1 John 5:13 from the translation above or another.
► Read the next chapter to prepare for your discussion this week.
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joy or “our” joy in 1 John 1:4. Most conclude “our” is the original. However, Dr.Stott points out: “This need not be understood as referring exclusively to theauthor and those associated with him, but may well include the readers,‘you . . . with us’ as in verse 3” (65). The NLT used here accurately captures thissense.
5 John Stott, 52-53.
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Chapter 1.7
Why You Can Be Certain You AreForgiven Forever

1 John 4:13
Week 3
► For a God Time use the “P.O.W.E.R. Plan” in Appendix A.
► After reading this chapter, answer the following questions:
1) Why do we say that becoming a Christian is not merely making adecision? What do you think?
2) How does God’s Spirit enable us to be certain we have eternal life andforgiveness?
3) What place do feelings have in knowing if you are a Christian?
4) What is the consequence of a Christian “quenching the Spirit”?
5) What was most meaningful to you in this chapter? Why?
God has given us his Spirit as proof that we live in him and hein us. (1 John 4:13).
You read in the previous chapter that God wants you to be certain yoursins are completely and forever forgiven and you possess eternal life. Buthow can you be certain? The primary point of this chapter is:

God’s Spirit lives inside every real Christian and the effects will prove theyare forgiven forever.
A) God’s Spirit indwells the Christian and seals and guaranteestheir salvation

In chapter 1.5 (section D) you read:Any human can logically understand what the Bible says aboutJesus Christ. But it requires a MIRACLE from God to enable you topersonally trust in Jesus Christ as your Savior and love Him as yourKing. This is the kind of believing that saves you from God’spunishment for your sins. The Bible says that humans are notnaturally born with the ability to trust and love Christ in this way.Therefore, it is important to understand that becoming a Christianis not merely making a decision. It is not choosing to change religionsor join a group. It is not choosing to change certain bad habits.Likewise, being born into a Christian family does not make you aChristian either.
So what does God do to make you a Christian? Jesus explained:
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I tell you the truth, no one is able to enter the Kingdom of God if theyare only naturally born coming out of water like all babies. Youmust also be supernaturally reborn through God’s Spirit. Humanscan only give birth to physical life. But the Holy Spirit gives birth tospiritual life. Do not be amazed that I said you must be born againfrom God by the Holy Spirit. (John 3:5-7 DEV 1)

You read in chapter 1.2 Jesus’ famous statement in John 3:16 whichsays, “God the Father loved the world so much that He gave up His oneand only Son. He did this so that whoever trusts in His Son will not bedestroyed but have eternal life.” But just a few verses earlier in John 3:7Jesus said, “you must be born again from God by the Holy Spirit.” Thesetwo thingsmust be put together to truly understand how someone becomesa Christian. Everyone who truly trusts God the Son to pay for their sins willalso be “born again fromGod by the Holy Spirit.” There are no exceptions.
2

God’s Spirit indwells every person who has real faith in Christ. TheBible says:When God our Savior revealed his kindness and love, he saved us,not because of the righteous things we had done, but because of hismercy. He washed away our sins, giving us a new birth and new lifethrough the Holy Spirit. He generously poured out the Spirit uponus through Jesus Christ our Savior. Because of his grace he made usright in his sight and gave us confidence that we will inherit eternallife. (Titus 3:4-7)
If a person is indwelled with God’s Spirit, they have eternal life and willalways be indwelled with God’s Spirit. The Apostle Paul wrote:When you trusted the Good News about Christ, you were sealed andmarked by the Holy Spirit as God the Father promised. God’s Spiritin you is His pledge that He guarantees our inheritance in HisKingdom. The Holy Spirit will remain in you until Christ returnsand rescues those who belong to God the Father. (Eph 1:13-14 DEV

3)
This is a repeated promise throughout the NT (cf. John 6:27; 2 Cor1:22; Eph 4:30). The Greek word used here for “seal” is the same word usedto describe the sealing of Christ’s tomb (cf. Matt 27:66) or the sealing ofSatan in prison by the Angel of God (cf. Rev 20:3). It means a securityguaranteed by God.Therefore, the key to being certain you are a Christian and forgivenforever is to know if you possess God’s Spirit in you. This is why the Biblesays, “God has given us his Spirit as proof that we live in him and he in us”(1 John 4:13). God’s Spirit lives inside every real Christian and the effectswill prove they are forgiven forever.
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B) God’s Spirit living in you will have powerful affects
God’s Spirit lives inside every real Christian and the effects will provethey are a Christian. How do you know if you have sincerely trusted inChrist and been “born again” by God’s Spirit? The Spirit of God will live inyou and give you new spiritual life. Again, becoming a Christian is not justmaking a decision or changing your life. It is about God radically changingyour life. God has given this amazing promise to all who truly trust inChrist:I will give you a new heart, and I will put a new spirit in you. I willtake out your stony, stubborn heart and give you a tender,responsive heart. And I will put my Spirit in you so that you willfollow my decrees and be careful to obey my regulations. (Ezek36:26-27) 4

The invasion of God’s Spirit into your spirit will have immediate andobvious effects. He “will give you a new heart, and . . . a new spirit.” Didyou used to live in sin and even loved it? Do you now greatly desire to befree of sin and please the Lord? That is the Holy Spirit living in you. Wereyou once rather confident that your own good deeds were good enough togain God’s forgiveness? Do you now understand that you are a sinnerdeserving punishment? That is the Holy Spirit working in you. Did you useto feel like God was distant and uncaring about you? Were you trying tohide from Him? Do you now feel like God is real and He loves you? That isthe Holy Spirit indwelling you.Some real Christians doubt their forever forgiveness because theycannot remember when they became a Christian. But it does not matter ifyou cannot pinpoint the exact moment when the Holy Spirit indwelled you.It is sufficient to look back and evaluate how the Holy Spirit has changedyou. The Holy Spirit only and always indwells real Christians. His influencein your life will be the proof that you have been forgiven forever by God.The Apostle John wrote: “We know he lives in us because the Spirit hegave us lives in us” (1 John 3:24). Likewise, John also wrote the primarytext for this chapter: “God has given us his Spirit as proof that we live inhim and he in us” (1 John 4:13). God’s Spirit lives inside every real Christianand the effects will prove they are forgiven forever.
C) The indwelling of God’s Spirit will change your desires,lifestyle and feelings

What will be the obvious effects of the Spirit of God indwelling you?New and holy desires, habits, and feelings. In other words, the Holy Spiritwill begin to make you holy.First, He will give you DESIRES to obey God and love people. You willnever do these perfectly, especially as a young Christian. But your
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ATTITUDE toward God, sin, and people will be radically and instantlychanged. A DESIRE to please God and love people will immediatelybecome the greatest desires you have. You might struggle to follow thosedesires, but they will be there like never before.It can be helpful to compare your new desires to those you had beforetrusting in Christ. Also, compare your desires to those that do not haveChrist in their life. If you are spiritually born again by the Holy Spirit youwill recognize a hatred for sin and love for God that you did not have before,or that non-Christians do not have.Some Christians doubt their relationship with God because theystruggle with sin. But this may actually be evidence they are a Christian.People without the Holy Spirit usually pursue the pleasures of sin ratherthan resisting sin. The Bible describes Christians in this way: “The Spiritgives us desires that are the opposite of what the sinful nature desires.These two forces are constantly fighting each other” (Gal 5:17). AChristian’s struggle against sinful habits and desires is evidence they are aChristian. So it is important to look at your victories over sin, instead ofjust focus on your failures.Secondly, the holy desires of a real Christian will result in a newLIFESTYLE. The Apostle John writes: “No one who is born of God will livesinfully because God’s seed lives in them. They cannot habitually sinbecause they have been born of God” (1 John 3:9 DEV 5). When a certainkind of seed is planted in the ground and grows, it produces a certain kindof life. Likewise, when a person is “born of God” by the indwelling of theHoly Spirit, “God’s seed lives in them.” That “seed” of the Holy Spirit willgrow into an increasing LIFESTYLE of holiness in the “born again” (John3:7) Christian.The Bible says: “The Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives:love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness,and self-control” (Gal 5:22-23). These virtues will begin operating in aperson’s life when “the Holy Spirit” indwells them at the time they trulytrust in Christ. If a person claims they are a Christian, but continues todemonstrate a LIFESTYLE of selfishness, fear, harshness, stinginess,arrogance, and a lack of control over their sinful emotions and actions, theyprobably do not have the Spirit of God living in them and are not a realChristian. Again, the indwelling of the Holy Spirit will produce immediateand radical effects in the person’s life.This does not mean that real Christians will not sin. John wrote in thesame letter: “If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselvesand not living in the truth” (1 John 1:8). But the indwelling of the HolySpirit will not allow the Christian to have a LIFESTYLE of sin. A new hatredfor sin and love for God will ensure this. People who claim to be Christiansbut are addicted to sinful and destructive behavior need to seriouslyquestion if they are a Christian. The Bible says:
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Don’t you realize that those who do wrong will not inherit theKingdom of God? Don’t fool yourselves. Those who indulge in sexualsin, or who worship idols, or commit adultery, or are maleprostitutes, or practice homosexuality, or are thieves, or greedypeople, or drunkards, or are abusive, or cheat people—none of thesewill inherit the Kingdom of God.Some of you were once like that. But you were cleansed; you weremade holy; you were made right with God by calling on the nameof the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. (1 Cor 6:9-11)

Again, real Christians will struggle with sin. But they will not live aLIFESTYLE of the sins listed above or others.Another sign of the indwelling of God’s Spirit is spiritual growth.Everything that is alive also grows. Because of the indwelling of God’sSpirit, a real Christian has spiritual life. A lack of spiritual growth is anindication of spiritual death and the absence of the Spirit in a person’s life.Therefore, an inability to overcome sinful habits is a sign that a person doesnot have God’s Spirit in them.Christians have a unique power and ability to permanently changesinful habits and behavior in their life. To “be transformed by the renewingof [their]mind” (Rom 12:2 NIV). This is because the indwelling of the HolySpirit has dethroned the distorting sinful nature in them so they can nowcorrectly understand, value, and trust the word of God that changes them.God’s word will not change the character of someone who does not haveGod’s Spirit. As we quoted the Bible earlier in chapter 1.5:The merely natural person without God’s Spirit does not value andtrust the truths that come from God’s Spirit. This is because thesetruths sound foolish to them and they cannot grasp their importancebecause they can only be properly evaluated with God’s Spirit. (1Cor 2:14 DEV 6)
The power of God’s Spirit and God’s word will continue to enable a realChristian to overcome sinful habits and change their behavior to becomemore like Christ who lives in them. A false Christian will lack the power tochange sinful habits, even the ones they desire to change.Finally, many Christians claim that FEELINGS are not a goodindication of your true spiritual state. But this is unbiblical. As noted above,“The Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace”(Gal 5:22). Love, joy, and peace certainly include FEELINGS. In fact, howyou feel is a vital measure of whether or not you are a born again Christian.A lack of FEELING compassion, joy, and peace, and a constant andcontrolling FEELING of anger, discouragement, depression, and worry aresigns that a person is not indwelled with God’s Spirit.Many people have been fooled into thinking they are a Christianbecause they simply attend church or do church activities. But if they do
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these things out of a sense of guilt or duty, instead of the genuine love andjoy of God’s Spirit, they probably are not a Christian. Remember, a realChristian does things because they know God loves them and they want tolove God back. A false Christian does Christian things because they believethey still need to earn God’s love and forgiveness. Their motivation forserving God is fear and guilt or wanting people to like and accept them.That is not the love, joy, and peace of God’s Spirit. Many people aretrying to live the “Christian” life in their own will power, often feeling likethey need to force themselves to have love, joy, and peace. If these thingsconstantly feel hard to do, then it may be an indication that you do not havethe Holy Spirit and are not a real Christian.The fruit of God’s Spirit in your life is the proof of your complete andforever forgiveness. This is one reason why the Bible says: “Do not bringsorrow to God’s Holy Spirit by the way you live” (Eph 4:30).Unfortunately, a real Christian can grieve or “quench the Spirit” (1Thess 5:19 NIV) in their life. When they do, they are not experiencing thelove, joy, and peace of God’s Spirit. This can cause them to doubt theirrelationship with God. And if an absence of the Spirit’s love, joy, and peacepersists, they should have doubts. Sin will never cause the real Christian tolose their relationship with God. But especially powerful and persistent sincan and should cause a real Christian to lose their confidence in theirrelationship with God. This is why the Bible says, “Work hard to prove thatyou really are among those God has called and chosen” (2 Pet 1:10).The Bible says: “God has given us his Spirit as proof that we live inhim and he in us” (1 John 4:13). God’s Spirit lives inside every real Christianand the effects will prove they are forgiven forever. 7
D) False signs of the Spirit

It is important to understand the real effects of God’s Spirit in the bornagain Christian’s life. This is because many claim to have God’s Spirit butdo not. As mentioned in the previous chapter, Jesus warned that “many,”not just a few, of those who claim revelations from God, cast out demons,and even perform miracles, even using the name of Jesus, do it all withoutGod’s Spirit and are not Christians (cf. Matt 7:22-23)! Likewise, the ApostlePaul warned of fake Christians who, “will act as if they serve God but willnot have his power. Stay away from those people” (2 Tim 3:5). So again,you must clearly understand what the true effects of being born again bythe Holy Spirit are.As noted above, lasting and consistent feelings of compassion, joy, andpeace are important results of God’s Spirit living in us. But temporaryemotions can be deceiving. Jesus warned there will be “those who hear themessage [about Jesus Christ] and immediately receive it with joy. . . Butthey don’t last long [and] fall away” (Matt 13:20-21).
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1 (John 3:5-7 DEV)- “Naturally born coming out of water like all babies”translates the Greek phrase gennēthē ex hydatos; which literally means “borncoming out of water.” The Greek preposition ex can mean “marker denoting thedirection from which something comes” (BDAG #2).There is a surprising and unnecessary denial that Jesus was talking aboutnatural birth when he referred to being “born coming out of water.” Mostmodern scholars suggest that it simply describes another way of being born ofthe Spirit and Jesus is not talking about two kinds of births at all (cf. Carson,PNTC, 191-196; Morris, NICNT, 190-193, MacArthur, John). For example, D.A.Carson and JohnMacArthur object that, “There are no ancient [literary] sourcesthat picture natural birth as ‘from water’” (Carson, 191). But of course, the factthat a sack of water surrounds a baby in the womb was well known by evenancient people.Others suggest that being “born coming out of water” in John 3:5 refers toChristian baptism (cf. C. K. Barret, The Gospel of John [SPCK, 1978], 209). Butthis would suggest salvation is by humanworks rather than faith and God’s graceand work. As noted elsewhere in this FORGIVENESS study, water baptism doesnot make a person a Christian (cf. section 1.9.A).Contrary to all the debate about what Jesus meant by being “born coming outof water” the text makes His meaning clear. First, Jesus Himself explains whatHe meant in the very next sentence when he refers to “being born coming out ofwater” as “Humans can only give birth to physical life” (literally, “flesh givesbirth to flesh”). Here Jesus is clearly referring to the natural birth of babies andtherefore He is clearly referring to the same thing in the previous sentence bybeing “born coming out of water.”Secondly, Jesus’ reference to being “born coming out of water” was in

Many people have been fooled into thinking that because theyexperience high emotions in a church worship service or “revival” meetingthat this is evidence of the Holy Spirit in their life. The Holy Spirit certainlywants to affect our emotions in a positive way. But being excited bystimulating music or a charismatic speaker in an enthusiastic crowd ofpeople can easily happen without the Holy Spirit or real conversion tosaving faith. Usually the false Christians who attend such meetings do notdemonstrate the true signs of a Christian in the rest of their life. The bornagain experience will produce a lasting and durable love, joy, and peace,not merely fleeting emotional highs coming from emotional stimulation.“God has given us his Spirit as proof that we live in him and he in us”(1 John 4:13). God’s Spirit lives inside every real Christian and the effectswill prove they are forgiven forever.
► Return to the beginning and answer the questions there.► Recite 1 John 5:13 from memory.►Memorize 1 John 4:13 from the translation above or another.
► Read the next chapter to discuss with your small group this week.
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response to Nicodemus’ statement in the previous sentence that a person“cannot enter a second time into his mother’s womb” (v. 4). In order to respondto Nicodemus’ confusion, Jesus said being born physically (even a second time)is not enough to enter the Kingdom, but you must be born spiritually.Thirdly, remember that Jesus and the Apostles repeatedly taught against theJewish belief that people were saved merely by being naturally born a Jew (cf.Luke 3:8; John 8:33-41; Rom 9:7-8). Christ’s insistence here that mere naturalbirth, even as a Jew, was not enough to “enter the Kingdom of God” would haveserved His repeated purpose in teaching Jews like Nicodemus.The eminent Bible teacher R. C. Sproul said of this passage: “I have struggledwith this text for more than forty years, but I’m still not completely sure what itmeans.” Still, he summed it up correctly:Clearly Jesus was acknowledging that everyone has a natural birth. ButJesus said that in addition to our natural birth, something more musthappen before we can see the kingdom of God, and that is to besupernaturally born. . .No one is [naturally] born a Christian. The flesh does not produceredemption. This was a common error the Jewish people made. Theythought because they were Jews, being descended from Abraham, that theybelonged to the people of God and would enter heaven. The New Testamentteachers had to show them this was not the case.Likewise, you may have been born to Christian parents, raised in aChristian home, and gone to a Christian school. But none of those thingsmakes you a Christian. All that your natural birth gives you is flesh, andflesh alone is powerless to enter the kingdom of God. Unless you are born ofthe Spirit of the living God, whatever you do in your flesh will avail nothingtoward entering the kingdom of God. (John [Reformed Trust, 2010], 37-39)
“Born again from God” translates the Greek word anōthen which can meanboth “from above” or “again” (BDAG, #1, #4). The DEV reflects both meaningsbecause both are true of spiritual regeneration. By “being born from above”would seem to mean “being born from God” as a child of God.

2NT scholar John Stott writes regarding the Apostle John’s teaching on the Spirit’swork in Christian conversion:It is only if God has given us His Spirit that we are able to believe, love, andobey God (1 John 3:24; 4:13). So everyone who believes that Jesus is theChrist, and loves and does right gives evidence that they “have been born ofGod” (cf. 2:29; 4:7; 5:1). (1 John, 53).
3 (Eph 1:13-14 DEV)- “Sealed and marked” translates the Greek wordesphragisthēte meaning both “to provide a seal as a security measure” and “tomark with a seal as a means of ownership” (BDAG #1, #3). There is no need tochoose between the two as the word means both and one leads to the other. TheHoly Spirit both seals us for security and marks us belonging to God.“Until Christ returns and rescues” translates the Greek phrase eis apolytrōsinwhich literally means “until the rescue.” The common translation of“redemption” here seems unwise as such “Christianeze” means to manysomething like “buy back, ransom.” But the Greek apolytrōsinmeans “to releasefrom a captive condition” (BDAG #2). The DEV simply explains the truth that
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our rescue will occur at the return of Christ.“Who belong to God the Father” translates tēs peripoiēseōs which literallymeans “the possession.” NT scholar John Stott explains that some translationssuch as the RSV and ESV obscure the meaning here by suggesting the“possession” is ours and not God’s. However, “Considering the Greek used andits OT background it is clear that Paul is alluding to the church as God’s‘possession” (cf. NIV) (Ephesians, 47; Peter O’Brien argues for this as well,PNTC, 121-122).NT scholar Peter O’Brien summarizes:By giving believers the Spirit, God ‘seals’ or stamps them as his own now,and he will protect them through the trials and testings of this life until hetakes final possession of them. . . According to 2 Corinthians 1:22 thebelievers received the ‘down payment’ of the Spirit to guarantee their futuresalvation. . . In giving the Holy Spirit to us, God is not simply promising usour final inheritance but actually providing us with a foretaste of it. (120-121)
4 Ezekiel 36:26-27 is an OT promise that has been fulfilled in Christians during theChurch Age. This is common in the NT. For example, when Christians were firstindwelled by the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost, Peter told the crowd: “whatyou seewas predicted long ago by the prophet Joel” who said, “’In the last days,’God says, ‘I will pour out my Spirit upon all people’” (Acts 2:16-17).
5 (1 John 3:9 DEV )- “Live sinfully” translates the Greek word poiei which canmean “practice” (BDAG; cf. NLT, NASB, ESV, NET). John Stott writes: “It is notthe isolated act of sin which John is referring to, but the settled habit of it,indicated by the verb poiein, to practice.” (126).“Habitually sin” translates the Greek present infinitive hamartanein whichDr. Stott remarks: “If the infinitive [verb] had been [in the] aorist [tense] itwould have meant ‘he is not able to commit a sin.’ However, the present [tense]infinitive means, ‘he is not able to habitually sin’. (Ibid.).
6 (1 Cor 2:14 DEV). For notes on this translation see endnotes in chapter 1.5.
7 This section has described what theologians call “the testimony of the Spirit.”Many have believed that this “testimony” is some sort of mystical, subjective,and direct revelation from God’s Spirit telling us that we are Christians. Somehave even interpreted the primary text of this chapter in this way: “God hasgiven us his Spirit as proof that we live in him and he in us” (1 John 4:13).However, Dr. Stott writes concerning 1 John 3:24 (“We know he lives in usbecause the Spirit he gave us lives in us”):It may at first sight seem that this reference to the Holy Spirit within usintroduces a subjective criterion of assurance . . . But this is not so. The Spiritwhose presence is the test of Christ's living in us, manifests himselfobjectively in our life and conduct. (cf. 4:1ff.). It is also he who empowers usto live righteously and to love our brothers and sisters (cf. 1 John 4:1ff; 13;2:20, 27; Gal 5:16, 22).So if we would set our hearts at rest, when they accuse and condemn us,we must look for [objective moral] evidence of the Spirit's working, andparticularly whether he is enabling us to believe in Christ, to obey God'scommands and to love our brothers. (1 John, 154-5)



CE#1: FORGIVENESS 50

No amount of subjective, peaceful, self-affirming feelings about one’srelationship and standing with God can, or should, make up for a lack of theobjective moral evidence of one’s life. In the Bible, the “testimony of the Spirit”to our salvation is the objective fruits of the Spirit including love, joy, and peace.A subjective and mystical foundation for our assurance is no foundation becauseeven spirits must be tested objectively (cf. 1 John 4:1-3).Unfortunately, an emphasis on some sort of subjective and mystical assuranceof our salvation has resulted in two things. First, it has given some an excuse toignore a lack of objective evidence, leading to a false assurance. Secondly, it hasmade it difficult for real Christians to be sure of their salvation because they areinstructed not to evaluate evidence they can see in their desires and behavior.For further discussion of Christian assurance, including a critique of thecommon view of “the testimony of the Spirt” see Kurt Jurgensmeier, BiblicalAuthority, chapter 3.6; online at: https://trainingtimothys.org/books/book-3-biblical-authority/.
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Chapter 1.8
How You Can Be Certain You AreForgiven Forever

1 John 3:10
Week 3
► For a God Time use the “P.O.W.E.R. Plan” in Appendix A.
► After reading this chapter, answer the following questions:
1) On a scale of 1 to 100% how certain are you that you will go to Heaven?
2) This chapter describes at least 5 important proofs that you love God andare a real Christian. What are they?
3) How would you describe loving the world? Why is this a sign you do notlove God?
4) Why is your response to persecution and painful difficulties a good testof your love for God?
5) What is real Christian love? Why is it a good proof that you are a realChristian?
6) What was especially meaningful to you in this chapter? Why?

Joanna was so glad that the Bible gave her a clear and convincing wayof knowing for certain she was a Christian. She had been taught that youmust simply trust God that you are a Christian because God is trustworthy.That sounded spiritual, but it did not answer her question: How could shereally know she had truly trusted Christ for her complete and foreverforgiveness? Thankfully, she learned the Bible answers that question in avery simple but tangible way. The Bible says:
Anyone who does not live righteously and does not love otherbelievers does not belong to God. (1 John 3:10)

Loving God and loving people is the proof you have been forgiven forever.
A) Your forever forgiveness is proven by your new love for God

In the previous chapter it was explained that the fruits and powers ofGod’s Spirit in a real Christian will prove their forever forgiveness. One ofthe primary ways God’s Spirit will affect you is giving you a new love forGod. How do you know if you love God? Jesus said, “If you love me, obeymy commandments” (John 14:15). A vital sign that you have received theHoly Spirit and been forgiven for your sins and is a great desire to obeyJesus. How do you know that you have trusted in Jesus as your Savior? Aswritten in a previous chapter, you trust Him to be your King and live likeit.
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Manywant Jesus to only be their Savior because they are afraid of beingpunished for their sins. But their life shows little desire or power to live likeJesus is their King. This is why the word “disciple” (follower) in the Bibleis synonymous with being a Christian. Every real Christian is a disciple, afollower of the commands of Christ. Therefore, the Bible says: “Anyonewho does not live righteously . . . does not belong to God” (1 John 3:10).Likewise the Bible says:We can be sure that we know him if we obey his commandments. Ifsomeone claims, “I know God,” but doesn’t obey God’scommandments, that person is a liar and is not living in the truth.But those who obey God’s word truly show how completely they lovehim. That is how we know we are living in him. Those who say theylive in God should live their lives as Jesus did. (1 John 2:3-6)
A desire and lifestyle of obeying the commandments of God in the NTis a primary proof that you love God and are a Christian.But mere obedience is not enough. Your motives matter. Many falseChristians live moral lives because they feel fear or guilt toward God. Theyview God asmore of a demanding taskmaster than a gracious Father. Theirfalse version of Christianity is a religion of laws instead of a relationship oflove with God.Still, they convince themselves they must be accepted by God becauseof their good deeds like going to church, giving money, and being nice topeople. But if they are honest, they do not experience the joy, peace, andpower of God’s Spirit. Trying to live the Christian life in their own willpower becomes a joyless burden motivated by their guilt instead of God’sgrace. All of this is because they really are not indwelled with God’s Spirit.In contrast, the Bible says living for “the kingdom of God” on this Earth“is . . . a matter of . . . righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit,because anyone who serves Christ in this way is pleasing to God” (Rom14:17-18). Real Christianity is not just about “righteousness” because thekind of moral living empowered by God’s Spirit, instead of human guilt,will also come with “peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” And it is only those“who serve Christ” with “peace and joy in the Holy Spirit” that are“pleasing to God.”Beware if Christianity feels more like a religion of laws to you ratherthan a relationship of love with the Lord. Remember, the Apostle Paul“was a member of the Pharisees, who demand the strictest obedience tothe Jewish law” and he was “count[ing] on [his] own righteousnessthrough obeying the law” (Phil 3:5, 9) to be accepted by God. But headmitted he had no real relationship with God.Likewise, Lydia is described in the Bible as a woman “who worshipedGod.” But it wasn’t until “the Lord opened her heart” that “she acceptedwhat Paul was saying” about Jesus and became a Christian (Acts 16:14).This was evidenced by her willingness to be baptized and invite the
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Christians to live in her home (v. 15). Mere religious morality is not enoughevidence of true Christian faith. The powers of love, joy, and peace fromGod’s Spirit need to accompany our righteousness.A real love for God will result in several other things as well. First, youwill love God’s word. Again, the Bible speaks of “those on their way todestruction, because they refuse to love and accept the truth that wouldsave them” (2 Thess 2:10). God’s Spirit will give you a love for God’s word.This is why the Bible says, “Like newborn babies, crave the pure spiritualmilk of God’s word so you can grow in Christian maturity” (1 Pet 2:2 DEV
1). A real Christian will “crave . . . God’s word.”How is a love for God’s word demonstrated? Do you have a great desireto read and understand the Bible? Do you enjoy listening to the Bible beingtaught? Do you have a strong sense that the Bible is God’s word to you? Dothe promises of Scripture encourage you? Do the commands in Scriptureexpress your deepest desires? People who say they are a Christian but donot have much interest in reading, learning, or obeying the Bible probablydo not have the Spirit of God in them.False Christians will be repelled by the preaching of God’s word becausethey do not want to be convicted of their sin. Real Christians, however,invite the conviction of the Spirit in their lives so they can spiritually grow(cf. John 3:19-21).However, a real love for God’s word will not result in a lack of love forpeople. Mere “knowledge” of the Bible can “puff up” (1 Cor 8:1) the personwithout God’s Spirit. Divisive arguments over different interpretations ofScripture is the fruit of pride, not God’s Spirit. The Bible describes suchpeople as:Anyone who teaches something different [than the Apostle’s taught]is arrogant and lacks understanding. Such a person has anunhealthy desire to quibble over the meaning of words. This stirs uparguments ending in jealousy, division, slander, and evil suspicions.These people always cause trouble. Their minds are corrupt, andthey have turned their backs on the truth. (1 Tim 6:4-5)

Loving God’s word will not decrease a love for God’s people and a desirefor unity. Therefore, mere knowledge of God’s word is not a true sign ofloving God’s word. The Bible says, “Don’t just listen to God’s word [andhave mere knowledge]. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are onlyfooling yourselves” (James 1:22).Another proof of love for God is not loving money. Jesus said, “No onecan serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other; you willbe devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God andmoney” (Matt 6:24). Both money and Jesus cannot be your King. Being“devoted” to making and spending money is to “despise” Jesus.



CE#1: FORGIVENESS 54
Your relationship with money is one of the best measures of yourrelationship with God. This is why GENEROSITY is a very important proofthat someone is a Christian. If a person claims to be a Christian but has nodesire to give generously to the financial needs of a local church, then theymay not be a Christian. Being stingy with yourmoney is evidence that Jesusis not your master, nor your Savior.A sinful love for money is related to another proof of being a Christian:you are not worldly. The Bible says: “If youwant to be a friend of theworld,youmake yourself an enemy of God” (James 4:4). Likewise Scripture says:Do not love this world nor the things it offers you, for when you lovethe world, you do not have the love of the Father in you. For theworld offers only a craving for physical pleasure, a craving foreverything we see, and pride in our achievements and possessions.(1 John 2:15-16)
Having a real faith and love for Jesus Christ, and being indwelled withGod’s Spirit, will radically change what you VALUE in this world. Beforeconversion to Christianity, people seek the pleasures of sin, are attractedto the money, success, and power of the world, and are repelled by thedemands of a holy and sacrificial Christian life. But the real Christian lovesto be generous, to serve and help others, and lives to please God.These different desires and values in the real Christian will causeopposition from people devoted to the world’s values. This is why Jesussays to all Christians:The world would love you as one of its own if you belonged to it, butyou are no longer part of the world. I chose you to come out of theworld, so it hates you. (John 15:19)
Are you willing to be hated by worldly people because you love God? Awillingness to be rejected by people because of your commitment to God ispowerful proof you really love God. This is why Jesus warned of falseChristians, “who hear the message and immediately receive it with joy.But . . . they don’t last long. They fall away as soon as they have problemsor are persecuted for believing God’s word” (Matt 13:20-21).God allows “problems” and persecution in a person’s life for thepurpose of testing their love for Him. The Apostle Peter wrote: “At thepresent time you may need to be grieved by a variety of testing for a littlewhile. The purpose of these tests is to discover if your faith is genuine” (1Pet 1:6-7 DEV). Likewise, the Bible says, “The person who endures testingis happy because they have been proven to be genuine and will receive thecrown of eternal life that God has promised to those who love him” (James1:12 DEV; cf. Rom 5:3-5; Phil 1:28). A person’s response to painfulcircumstances is one of the best tests of true love for God.
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The Bible says: “Anyone who does not live righteously and does notlove other believers does not belong to God” (1 John 3:10). Loving God andloving people is the proof you have been forgiven forever. This is especiallytrue when you need to trust and obey God in difficult circumstances or bepatient and kind to difficult people.

B) Your forever forgiveness is proven by your new love forpeople
Our text says a real Christian will also love people. The Bible says:If we love our Christian brothers and sisters, it proves that we havepassed from death to life. But a person who has no love is still[spiritually] dead. . . Dear children, let us not love with words orspeech but with actions and in truth. This is how we know that webelong to the truth and howwe set our hearts at rest in his presence.(1 John 3:14, 18-19).
Real Christian love is the real Christian proof that you are a realChristian. Unfortunately, most people do not understand what realChristian love is. Christian love is an unconditional patience and kindnesstoward people, even if they do not love you. 2 The Bible says:Love is patient. Love is kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proudor rude. It is not self-seeking. It does not become irritated. It keepsno record of being wronged. (1 Cor 13:4-5 DEV)
Before people become Christians they think primarily of themselvesand how they can be happy. But when the Spirit of God comes to live inyou, you begin to primarily think of others and how to help them be happy.You are not “self-seeking.” You have a new desire and power to want whatis best for others and to seek to serve them.Real Christians want to be around other Christians, attend churchservices, and other fellowship meetings. They want to love the Father byloving His children. In fact, loving people becomes the drive of their life.Some claim to be Christians but do not even join a local church. Theirreason may be that they have been hurt by Christians or have not found achurch good enough for them. But these are not excuses that God wouldaccept. A lack of interest in spending time with Christians reveals a heartthat does not love Christians and is not indwelled with God’s Spirit. TheBible says of such people:These people left our churches, but they never really belonged withus; otherwise they would have stayed with us. When they left, itproved that they did not belong with us. (1 John 2:19)
There can be good reasons to leave a local church. But people who nevercommit to one should have serious questions about their Christian faith.
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Remember that love, acceptance, patience, and forgiveness towardother Christians is the clearest evidence someone is a Christian. Peoplewho refuse to commit to a local church usually lack these very things.It is possible to be a hurting Christian and avoid fellowship for a while.But a real Christian will never be happy about this. However, when a falseChristian leaves the fellowship, they often experience an enduring reliefand have no desire to embrace the “burdens” of Christian responsibilities.God expects the Christian’s love for people to be greater than those whodo not have God’s Spirit in them. This is why Jesus taught:Love your enemies! Pray for those who persecute you! In that way,you will be acting as true children of your Father in heaven. . . If youlove only those who love you, what reward is there for that? Evencorrupt tax collectors do that much. If you are kind only to yourfriends, how are you different from anyone else? Even pagans dothat. (Matt 5:44-47)
“Pagans” without God’s Spirit can love those who love them and bekind to their friends. But only a person controlled by God’s Spirit can bepatient, kind, and compassionate toward those who hate them. Or asmentioned above, how we respond to persecution and difficult people isone of the best tests of whether or not we are a real Christian. Only realChristians have the power to unconditionally love people who hate them.This is why such love is such a powerful proof of a real relationship withGod.However, an equally powerful test of love is how we treat the peopleclosest to us. Would your spouse, children, and parents say you are a lovingperson? That you love them more than yourself? It does not matter ifneighbors and workmates think you are a nice person. Anyone can do thatwithout God.A love for people obviously includes forgiving people. As noted above,Christian love, “keeps no record of being wronged” (1 Cor 13:5). RealChristians have the desire and ability to forgive the people that have hurtthem. Because God has forgiven them for everything, He expects allChristians to forgive others. This is why Jesus said:If you forgive those who sin against you, your heavenly Father willforgive you. But if you refuse to forgive others, your Father will notforgive your sins” (Matt 6:14-15).

This is because your refusal to forgive others reveals that you were never aChristian and never had your sins forgiven by God. 3Finally, the Holy Spirit will give you a new love for those who are notChristians. You will greatly desire for them to have the peace andforgiveness you have through trusting in Jesus Christ.
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1 (1 Pet 2:2 DEV)- “Of God’s word” is implied by the reference to “pure spiritualmilk” that enables the Christian to grow. Only Scripture is “pure” and free fromany error or deception. Our claim that Peter is referring to God’s word in 2:2 issupported by the fact that Scripture is the topic of the previous three verses,1:23-25. As NT scholar I. H. Marshall writes: “The Word of God that broughtChristians to birth (vs. 1:23-25) will continue to grow them” (1 Peter[Intervarsity, 1991], 64). In addition, many note that Peter intended to connectthe use of the Greek words logos (“word”) in verses 1:23-25 and logikos(“spiritual”) in 2:2 to indicate that the source of their spiritual nourishmentwould be the word of God. (cf. TNTC, 95-96; Peter Achtemeier, 1 Peter [Fortress,1996], 147).“In Christian maturity” better explains the literal Greek text, “grow up with

The Bible says: “Anyone who does not live righteously and does notlove other believers does not belong to God” (1 John 3:10). Loving God andloving people is the proof you have been forgiven forever.
C) Good deeds do not earn your forever forgiveness but theyprove you have been forgiven forever

In summary, the Bible says: “Prove by the way you live that you haverepented of your sins and turned to God” (Matt 3:8). To repent is to changeyour mind and life to hate sin and love God. You can know your faith inChrist is real and His Spirit is in you, if you have new desires to know theBible, obey the Bible, and love Christians. The Bible says:What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say you have faithbut don’t show it by your actions? Can that kind of faith saveanyone? [the answer is no] . . Can’t you see that faith without gooddeeds is useless? (Jms 2:14, 20)
The role of good deeds in Christianity can be confusing. As discussedin chapter 1.4 of this study, your good deeds cannot pay for your sin or earnGod’s forgiveness. In other words, before you become a Christian, yourgood deeds are worthless. But when God gives you the gift of trusting Christto pay for your sins, He gives you something else: the Holy Spirit indwellingyou. And this will result in good deeds. And it is these good deeds that proveyou are indwelled with the Holy Spirit and are a real Christian. 4The Bible says: “Anyone who does not live righteously and does notlove other believers does not belong to God” (1 John 3:10). Loving God andloving people is the proof you have been forgiven forever. 5

► Return to the beginning and answer the questions there.
► Recite 1 John 4:13 from memory.
►Memorize 1 John 3:10 in the translation above or another.
►Meet with your Barnabas Group this week to discuss chapters 1.6-1.8.
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reference to salvation” (cf, BDAG #5). As Dr. Grudem states, this is a referenceto “growing toward Christian maturity” (TNTC, 96).
2 For further discussion on real Christian love see the chapter on love in ChristianEssentials study #4: FRUIT.
3 Matthew 6:14-15 is a startling statement. The respected Bible teacher J. M. Boiceremarked:We do not earn God’s forgiveness by forgiving others. We know that becauseof the Bible’s teaching elsewhere. . . Some have explained it by distinguishingbetween forgiveness which gives us a permanent right standing with God,and forgiveness for sins committed day by day which break our fellowshipwith God. (Matthew 1-17 [Baker, 2001], 100).

But as thoroughly explained elsewhere in the Christian Essentials, the Bibledoes not teach that our sins separate the Christian from God in any way (cf.study #3: FAITH, section on (“Your Father’s Acceptance”). Accordingly, Boicewrites: “A better explanation is that we must have a profound change of heart,expressed in a willingness to forgive others if we have experienced God’sforgiveness ourselves.”Likewise, NT scholar LeonMorris simply explains: “Jesus is saying that to failto forgive others is to demonstrate that one has not felt the saving touch of God”(Matthew, [Eerdmans, 1992], 149). Likewise NT scholar Michael Green writes:“If we are to open our hearts to receive his gracious pardon, we cannot keep ourfists clenched against those who have wronged us” (The Message of Matthew[Intervarsity, 2000], 101).Likewise, Jesus taught earlier in the same sermon, “If you are even angrywith someone, you are subject to judgment! . . . And if you curse someone, youare in danger of the fires of hell” (Matt 5:22).Jesus’ warning to unforgiving false Christians is illustrated in His parable ofthe unforgiving servant (cf. Matt 18:21-35). What was the result of the servant’srefusal to forgive another servant? Jesus concluded: “Then the angry king sentthe man to prison to be tortured until he had paid his entire debt. That’s whatmy heavenly Father will do to you if you refuse to forgive your brothers andsisters from your heart” (v. 34-35).An inability to forgive someone for their sins against you, is proof that youhave not truly received and experienced God’s forgiveness for your sins. This isa sobering warning to Christians to make sure they have forgiven anyone theyare bitter or hardened towards, in order for them to be sure they are a Christianthemselves.
4 Unfortunately, some Christians confuse the purpose of good works in theChristian life. In an effort to be clear that salvation is by grace and not goodworks, they ignore the need for good works to prove salvation. For example, therightly respected and popular Christian leader Rick Warren has written inanswer to the question, How do I know I am saved?:Your assurance of salvation is not by your works, because you can’t earnyour salvation. Your assurance of salvation is not by your feelings, becausefeelings come and go. What is your assurance of salvation? The promise ofGod’s Word. If God says it, that settles it, because God cannot lie. You cantrust the promise of God’s Word. You can rest in it. (online at:
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http://pastorrick.com/devotional/english/how-do-i-know-i-m-saved).
The author confuses the “assurance of salvation” with howwe obtain salvation.We obtain salvation by grace. We prove salvation with deeds. Also contrary tothe author, and as discussed in this chapter, feelings play a vital role in beingsure we are a Christian (cf. Gal 5:22).There is an unfortunate and unbiblical trend in modern Christianity to denythe Bible’s claim that our salvation is proven by our good deeds. Accordingly,the Bible teacher John MacArthur writes:Most contemporary discussions on assurance focus almost exclusively onthe objective grounds for assurance [i.e. God promises salvation for thosewho believe]. They minimize or dismiss the subjective grounds [i.e. how canwe know we believe], thus robbing an untold number of believers of avaluable source of assurance. Worse yet, in doing so they perpetuate thetragic phenomenon of false assurance. (Saved Without a Doubt [Cook,2001), 15]

5 There are two vital but more complex topics that are touched on in this chapterbut covered in more detail elsewhere in the Christian Essentials. First, a key tobeing certain you are forgiven forever and possess eternal life is knowing thatyou cannot lose your relationship with God. This is described by Christians asthe “once saved, always saved” and is the view of these studies.Secondly, the topic of recognizing and responding to false Christians is anothervital but rather complex topic. Both of these are discussed further in study #3FAITH, in the section entitled “Your Father’s Acceptance.”
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Project 1.C
Make sure you are a Christian

2 Corinthians 13:5
Week 3

Examine yourselves to see if your faith is genuine. Testyourselves. (2 Cor 13:5)
Do you claim to be a Christian? God’s word clearly instructs you toevaluate your life to ensure this is true. Some claim that you cannot knowfor certain that you are a Christian. But as discussed in the previouschapter, God wants you to be sure (cf. 1 John 5:13). Also, if you cannot becertain you are a Christian, then why did the Apostle Paul tell us to:“Examine yourselves to see if your faith is genuine. Test yourselves” (2Cor 13:5). Or as it says in 2 Peter: “Work hard to prove that you really areamong those God has called and chosen” (1:10). The Apostles believed youshould do this, and could effectively do it as well.How would you “examine” yourself and “test” your claim to be aChristian? The last few chapters of this study have given you the biblicalanswer. The table on the following pages is a summary of the biblicalattributes of a real Christian. Carefully and prayerfully consider each one.Check the ones you can claim for your life and try to record an example ofeach one.God wants two different things from this project. If you are not aChristian, this small “test” will reveal this to you so you can continue toseek God to become a real Christian. If you are a Christian, the “test” willstrengthen your confidence in this.

A Self-test for Real Christian Faith
1
¨

I have a new and/or lasting hatred for sin.

2
¨

I have a new and/or lasting desire to please and obey God.
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3
¨

I feel my relationship with God is based on love rather than guilt orfear.

4
¨

I have a new and/or lasting experience of the Spirit’s love, joy,peace, and power, instead of having to force myself to do the rightthing in my own will power.

5
¨

I have a new and/or lasting desire to study and learn God’s word inScripture.

6
¨

I have a new and/or lasting desire to generously give my money toGod and His work.

7
¨

I value pleasing God and serving people more than worldly successand pleasures.

8
¨

I am committed to a local church and have a new and/or lastingdesire to spend time with other Christians in church services andother times.
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9
¨

I have a new and/or lasting desire to love, help, and serve otherChristians.

10
¨

I have a new and/or lasting desire and ability to forgive those whohave hurt me.

11
¨

I have a new and/or lasting desire and ability to love those who donot love me.

12
¨

I have a new and/or lasting concern for those who do not knowChrist.

13
¨

I feel like my character continues to improve and I am able tochange sinful habits.
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Chapter 1.9
What is God’s First Commandmentfor the Christian?

Acts 2:38
Week 4
► After reading this chapter, answer the following questions:
1) What is God’s first commandment for the Christian?
2) What are the biblical purposes of baptism?
3) Who should be baptized?
4) What is the biblical method of baptism? Why is this?
5) What was most meaningful to you in this chapter? Why?

As a young man Arun met a group of Christians. He was amazed bytheir love and character and soon became a Christian himself. At the time,Arun was living with his Hindu family. They were very disappointed in hisconversion but accepted his desire to attend church services. However, oneday Arun confessed to his family that he had been baptized. The next dayhe found his possessions on the front porch of his family’s house and hewas permanently shunned. There is something spiritual, and evensupernatural about Christian baptism that even spiritual forces of evilrecognize and may violently react to. Still, God commands all Christians tobe baptized. The Bible says:
Each of you must repent of your sins and turn to God,and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christfor the forgiveness of your sins. (Acts 2:38)

God wants you to be baptized.
A) Why should you be baptized?

Baptism is the God-ordained practice of being immersed in water todemonstrate a person’s trust in Christ as their Lord and Savior. This is whythe Apostle Peter instructed the early Christians: “Be baptized.” And whathe commanded these early Christians to do, God expects all Christians todo. This is why Jesus also commanded all Christians to be baptizing otherChristians when He said:I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. Therefore,go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the nameof the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. (Matt 28:18-19)
This is why many NT texts assume all Christians are baptized (cf. Rom6:2-4; Gal 3:26-27; Col 2:12; 1 Pet 3:21).
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Finally, Jesus Himself was baptized in water as an example for allChristians to follow. The Bible says, “Jesus went fromGalilee to the JordanRiver to be baptized by John . . . Jesus said, ‘It should be done, for wemustcarry out all that God requires’” (Matt 3:13, 15). Water baptism issomething “God requires” of all followers of Jesus Christ.Which is why the Apostle Peter commanded new Christians: “Each ofyoumust repent of your sins and turn to God, and be baptized in the nameof Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins” (Acts 2:38). Therefore, insome ways, baptism is God’s first commandment for a new Christian toobey. God wants you to be baptized.God has several purposes for water baptism. First, it is a biblical meansthrough which a person publicly professes their saving faith in Christ.Baptism is the outward expression of your inward commitment to Jesus asyour Lord. The Bible says, “baptism” is “a response to God from a cleanconscience” (1 Pet 3:21). It is a physical version of a “sinner’s prayer.”It is common today for such a prayer to be the means through whichsomeone professes their saving faith in Christ. But doing this through theact of water baptism has the advantage of better demonstrating thesincerity of someone’s faith. There are many people who pray a “sinner’sprayer” but do not become Christians. There are far fewer who sincerelysubmit to water baptism and then demonstrate later they were never aChristian. Water baptism is a more certain means than a “sinner’s prayer”for someone to become a Christian.This is why water baptism and becoming a Christian are oftenmentioned together in the NT. For example, when the Apostle Peter isasked by a crowd what they should do to be forgiven forever he replied,“Each of you must repent of your sins and turn to God, and be baptized inthe name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins” (Acts 2:38; cf.Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16; 1 Pet 3:21).Of course, the act of baptism does not earn the forgiveness of your sins.As discussed throughout this study, “Your rescue from God’s wrath is agift from God and not a result of something you did so that no one canboast it depended on them. (Eph 2:9 DEV 1).This is why the Apostle Paul wrote: “Christ didn't send me to baptize,but to preach the Good News” (1 Cor 1:17). You can be certain that Christsent the Apostle to do everything necessary for the salvation of people. ButChrist did not send the Apostle Paul to baptize people, because this is notrequired to have complete forgiveness forever through faith in Christ.Accordingly, the Apostle wrote elsewhere: “If you openly declare thatJesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead,you will be saved” (Rom 10:9). There is no mention here of baptism beingrequired to be forgiven forever by God.However, most NT scholars believe that such confessions as describedin Romans 10:9 were made at the time of baptism in the early Church. This
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is because God’s purpose for water baptism is to be an outward expressionof your inward commitment to Jesus as your Savior and Lord. Waterbaptism is a biblicalmeans throughwhich one receives forever forgiveness.Secondly, water baptism, like all of God’s commands, are anopportunity to demonstrate our love and obedience to Jesus Christ. Jesussaid, “If you love me, obey my commandments” (John 14:15). As aprofessing Christian you have claimed that Christ is your Lord. But if yourefuse to be baptized, you have refused to do the first thing your Lord hascommanded you to do. And your refusal to be baptized will diminish thevalue of whatever else you do for God.Wouldn’t this be true of a child with their parent? Imagine the childrefuses to obey the first thing their parent tells them to do, but is willing todo other things. The parent would still rightly feel disrespected. And sodoes God with any Christian who refuses water baptism.Accordingly, water baptism is also intended by God to prove you are areal Christian. You learned in the previous chapters of this study that lovingand obeying God is essential to having any confidence your sins have beenforgiven forever. The Bible says:We can be sure that we know him if we obey his commandments. Ifsomeone claims, “I know God,” but doesn’t obey God’scommandments, that person is a liar and is not living in the truth.But those who obey God’s word truly show how completely they lovehim. (1 John 2:3-5)

If you refuse to be baptized, you cannot claim to love God or to be a realChristian. This is why throughout the history of the Christian Church, aperson was not considered a member of a local church, or eligible for theLord’s Supper, unless they had been baptized. Again, baptism does notsave you. But baptism is among the first things God commands you to doin order prove to yourself and others that you are a real Christian.Of course there may be many obstacles to baptism. Sometimes there isa spiritual battle in a new Christian’s life that makes obeying this commanda great struggle. In cultures that are hostile to Christianity, there may befears about the consequences of being baptized. For example, someChristians have been rejected from their families for obeying God’scommand in this matter. In some countries, Christian water baptism isstrongly opposed by the government. This makes it especially tragic whena Christian neglects baptism even though they live where there is noopposition to doing so. They should remember that there are Christians allover the world obeying God in baptism, but at great personal cost.Regardless of the situation, God wants anyone claiming to be aChristian, to trust Him and be baptized to prove their love for Him. As theearly Christians said: “We must obey God rather than any humanauthority” (Acts 5:29). From God’s perspective, there is no excuse todisobey His command to be baptized.
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Baptism does not earn you forever forgiveness from God. But it is anecessary proof that you have trusted Christ as your Savior and King andpossess forever forgiveness. This is why the Apostle Peter commanded theearly Christians: “Each of you must repent of your sins and turn to God,and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of yoursins” (Acts 2:38). God wants you to be baptized.

B)Who should be baptized?
The Bible makes it clear that water baptism is a voluntary act to expressreal saving faith in Christ. Therefore, it requires someone old enough tohave such faith and make such a commitment. This is why there are noexamples of babies being baptized in the Bible. Some good Christiansbaptize infants, but all baptisms described in Scripture involved peoplewho were old enough to sincerely believe in Jesus. For example, we read:“Those who believed what Peter said were baptized” (Acts 2:41). Likewise,“everyone in” the “household” of the jailer in Philippi “were immediatelybaptized . . . because they all believed in God” (Acts 16:33-34).God only wants real Christians to be baptized. Unfortunately, manyChristians have gone through church programs such as “confirmation” andassumed they were Christians at that time and were baptized. However,later they realized their trust in Christ was not real, and they became a realChristian later in life. Those who were baptized before they became aChristian should be baptized again to express their true trust in Christ now.The Bible says: “Each of you must repent of your sins and turn to God,and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of yoursins” (Acts 2:38). God wants you to be baptized.

C) How should you be baptized?
Christian baptism is immersing a believer in water. The word “baptism”comes from a Greek word (baptō) which means to dip, plunge, or immersesomething in a liquid. 2 Therefore, biblical descriptions of baptisms implyimmersion. Jesus was “baptized in the Jordan River” and afterwards“Jesus came up out of the water” (Matt 3:6, 16). Likewise, when Philliphelped a man become a Christian, the Bible says, “they went down into thewater, and Philip baptized him” (Acts 8:38). Christian baptism isdescribed in the Bible as immersion in water.Why does God want Christian baptism to be immersion in water?Because it symbolizes several important things about becoming a Christian.First, being under the water reflects how you were under the wrath of Godbefore your trust in Christ. This is just like the people before the flood inNoah’s day (cf. Gen 6:17 with Rom 5:9). Water is a symbol of God’s wrath.
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Secondly, immersion is a reminder that you were spiritually deadbecause of your unforgiven sins (cf. Eph 2:1). In fact, if you were left underthe water you would die.Thirdly, being immersed in the water symbolizes our being “buriedwith Christ in baptism” (Rom 6:4; Col 2:12) and dying to our old life andbeing completely identified and united with Him.Fourth, being raised out of the water symbolizes your new life in Christ(cf. Rom 6:2-4; Col 2:12). Fifth, coming up out of the water also reflectsyour sins being washed away (cf. Acts 22:16; Tit 3:5). And finally,immersion in water also symbolizes being born again by the Spirit, just asyou were physically immersed in your mother’s water sack in her womb(cf. John 3:3-8).What are other biblical attributes of Christian baptism? First, manybaptisms in the Bible were rather private affairs with only a few Christianswitnessing it (cf. Acts 8:34-38; 9:17-18; 10:24-48; 16:13-15; 16:29-34).Accordingly, the Bible describes water baptism “as a response to God froma clean conscience” (1 Pet 3:21). It would seem the primary purpose ofbaptism is for God to see your act of love and obedience to Him, notnecessarily other people. What is important is that God sees you baptized.Therefore, a rather private baptism is biblical. This might makebaptism easier for those living where the practice is opposed. However, ifyou are willing and able, your baptism can certainly be a greatencouragement andwitness to others and can be performedmore publicly.Also, any Christian friend can baptize you. The command of Jesus forall Christians is: “go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing themin the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit” (Matt 28:19).It does not need to be a Pastor or church leader who baptizes you. However,we have no biblical examples of someone baptizing themselves.Thirdly, baptisms in the Bible occurred soon after the person trustedChrist. Again: “Those who believed what Peter said were baptized” (Acts2:41). If you have trusted Christ to be your Savior and King, seek to bebaptized as soon as possible. 3The Bible says, “Each of you must repent of your sins and turn to God,and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of yoursins” (Acts 2:38). God wants you to be baptized.

► Return to the beginning of this chapter and answer the questions there.
► Recite 1 John 3:10 from memory.
►Memorize Acts 2:38 in the translation above or another.
► If you have trusted Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord, then trust Himwith getting baptized! Also, you may be able to help another Christianbe baptized. In either case see Project 1.D on the following page.



CE#1: FORGIVENESS 68

1 (Eph 2:9 DEV)- “Rescue from God’s wrath” translates the Greek wordsesōsmenoi, meaning “To rescue and preserve from danger or destruction”(BDAG). It is often translated as merely “saved,” but the Greek has the morecomplete and clear meaning of “being saved from danger.”
2 The Greek root word from which the NT derives the word “baptism” is baptō.The New International Dictionary of New Testament Theology (NIDNTT) saysthat:In secular Greek baptō means (a) dip, (b) dip into a dye, and (c) drawwater . . . In the LXX [Greek OT] baptō translates the OT Heb. tabal,“dip” . . . [In the NT] baptō only [has] the meaning “dip.” (1:144-5).Accordingly, the authoritative Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testamentand Early Christian Literature (BDAG) only gives one meaning for baptō: “todip something in a liquid.”For example, baptō is used twice in John 13:26 (NIV):Jesus answered, ‘It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread whenI have dipped [baptō] it in the dish.’ Then, dipping [baptas] the piece ofbread, He gave it to Judas Iscariot, son of Simon.Webster’s defines “dip” as: “to plunge or immerse momentarily under thesurface (as of a liquid).” It becomes obvious then that the root Greek word forbaptism means to completely immerse or submerge something.
3 For a more detailed discussion of water baptism and biblical support for thecontents of this chapter, see Kurt Jurgensmeier, “Water Baptism” chapter 18.1in Theological Papers; online at: https://trainingtimothys.org/books/book-18-theological-papers/



CE#1: FORGIVENESS 69

Project 1.D
Be Baptized or Baptize Others

In the previous chapter (1.9) you studied what the Apostle Peter said tothose who wanted forever forgiveness from God: “Each of you must repentof your sins and turn to God, and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christfor the forgiveness of your sins” (Acts 2:38). God wants you to be baptized.If you have trusted in Christ as your Savior and Lord and have not beenbaptized, you are encouraged to do so.Also, you are encouraged to help other Christians be baptized. Jesuscommanded all Christians: “Go and make disciples of all the nations,baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.(Matt 28:19). Perhaps you know someone who claims to be a Christian buthas not been baptized. Go through this study with them to help ensure theyare a Christian. Then discuss chapter 1.9 on baptism. If they agree to bebaptized, perhaps you can have the great privilege of baptizing them!Here are some practical steps for water baptism:
1) Decide which Christian will baptize you. Perhaps it will be the one wholed you through this FORGIVENESS study to believe in Christ.
2) Find a safe place to be immersed. Most churches have a place for this.Otherwise, a pond, river, or even a bathtub in a home will work.
3) Wear clothes that will remain modest after being immersed.
4) At the baptism, your baptizer should ask you a few questions to helpyou publicly confess your faith in Christ. For example:o Baptizer: “What must you believe about yourself to be a Christian?”o Answer: “I have broken God’s laws and deserve His punishment.”o Baptizer: “What must you believe about Christ to be a Christian?o Answer: “He died for my sins, taking God’s punishment for me.”o Baptizer: “Why do you want to be baptized today?”o Answer: “To demonstrate my faith in Christ as my Lord and Savior.”
5) At this point, the baptizer should say: “Because you have confessed yourfaith in Christ, I baptize you in the name of the Father, the Son, and theHoly Spirit” (cf. Matt 28:19).
6) Then the baptizer should carefully and completely dunk you in the waterand help you come up out of the water.
7) The baptizer should lead a prayer for your new Christian life.
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Chapter 1.10
What are Important Commitments for MySpiritual Growth?

Acts 2:42, 47
Week 4
► After reading this chapter, answer the following questions:
1) What are at least five practices God wants you to commit to?
2) Why is it important to find and join a local church?
3) What is the most important quality of a church to look for? Why?
4) What was most meaningful to you in this chapter? Why?

In the book of the Acts of the Apostles we read: “Those who believedwhat Peter said were baptized and added to the church that day--about3,000 in all” (Acts 2:41). And the Bible goes on to tell us what these newChristians committed themselves to:
All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching,and to fellowship, and to sharing in meals (including the Lord'sSupper), and to prayer. . . And each day the Lord added to theirfellowship those who were being saved. (Acts 2:42, 47)
God wants you to be committed to 5 practices and a local church to helpyou grow as a Christian.

The first Christians are an example to you of what God wants you to becommitted to. After the first Christians were baptized, the early Churchhistorian Luke records that “all the believers devoted themselves” to fivethings. These commitments were 1) listening to and following “the apostles’teaching”; 2) “fellowship”; 3) “sharing in meals (including the Lord’sSupper)”; 4) “prayer”; and 5) sharing the good news about Jesus with non-Christians through which, “the Lord added to their fellowship those whowere being saved.”These commitments can seem overwhelming at first, and they willrequire some effort. But a real Christian has been indwelled with the HolySpirit and will greatly desire to do these very things. And God does notwant you to do them alone, but together with Christian friends in a localchurch.The Bible says, “All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles'teaching, and to fellowship, and to sharing in meals (including the Lord'sSupper), and to prayer. . . And each day the Lord added to their fellowshipthose who were being saved. (Acts 2:42, 47). God your Father wants you
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to be committed to 5 practices and a local church to help you grow as aChristian.A) God wants you committed to learning & obeying the Bible

First, the early Christians “devoted themselves to the apostles'teaching.” That teaching is recorded in the New Testament (NT). If you donot own a Bible, you need to purchase one. For those who understandEnglish, we recommend the New Living Translation used in this study. Iteven comes in a version designed for new believers. 1We would also suggest you read the New Testament before reading theOld Testament (OT). It applies more to the Christian’s life. However, youwill find the Psalms and Proverbs in the OT very helpful as well.You should read the Bible every day. As you do, you will experience Godspeaking to you through His written words. And you will notice significantspiritual growth. As you read the Bible, write down questions you can aska Christian friend or a Pastor.Do not simply read the Bible. When you encounter commands for theChristian, do your best to immediately apply them to your life. The Biblesays, “Don't just listen to God's word. Youmust dowhat it says. Otherwise,you are only fooling yourselves” (James 1:22). When the first Christians“devoted themselves to the apostles 'teaching,” they were not just devotedto listening to the Apostles’ teaching, but obeying it as well. 2The Bible says, “All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles'teaching, and to fellowship, and to sharing in meals (including the Lord'sSupper), and to prayer. . . And each day the Lord added to their fellowshipthose who were being saved. (Acts 2:42, 47). God your Father wants youto be committed to 5 practices and a local church to help you grow as aChristian.
B) God wants you committed to Christian friendships

Secondly, the first Christians “devoted themselves . . . to fellowship.”The original Greek word used here is koinōnia. It means to share your lifewith others. This same Bible passage goes on to describe what fellowshipmeans. The first Christians “met in homes . . . and shared their meals withgreat joy and generosity.” In fact, they “shared everything they had. Theysold their property and possessions and shared the money with those inneed” (Acts 2:44-45). That’s sharing your life!There is no doubt that the first Christians considered one another theirbest, closest, and most trusted friends. And FRIENDSHIP is the best one-word definition of biblical fellowship.There are over 50 “one another” commands in the NT telling Christiansto love one another, accept one another, encourage one another, serve oneanother, teach and counsel one another, and meet with one another. Whyis this? Because your greatest purpose as a Christian is to glorify God by
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enjoying His love for you and giving His love to others. And you will learnand give love the best in Christian fellowship.When you become a Christian you get a new Father in Heaven. You alsoget a new family on Earth. This is why throughout the NT Christians arecalled brothers and sisters. Your Father wants you to love, serve, accept,and encourage other Christians as if they are your beloved siblings.The Bible says, “All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles'teaching, and to fellowship, and to sharing in meals (including the Lord'sSupper), and to prayer. . . And each day the Lord added to their fellowshipthose who were being saved. (Acts 2:42, 47). God your Father wants youto be committed to 5 practices and a local church to help you grow as aChristian.
C) God wants you committed to the Lord’s Supper

Thirdly, the first Christians “devoted themselves . . . to the Lord'sSupper.” This refers to an informal ceremony Jesus instituted for you toremember what He did for you on the cross. The Bible says:As they were eating, Jesus took some bread and blessed it. Thenhe broke it in pieces and gave it to the disciples, saying, “Take thisand eat it, for this is my body.”And he took a cup of wine and gave thanks to God for it. He gaveit to them and said, “Each of you drink from it, for this is my blood,which confirms the covenant between God and his people. It ispoured out as a sacrifice to forgive the sins of many. (Matt 26:26-28)
Jesus wants you to frequently participate in this ceremony involvingthe symbols of the body and blood of Christ in order to celebrate Hissacrifice to pay for your sins.

D) God wants you committed to praise and prayer
Fourth, the first Christians “devoted themselves . . . to prayer” andwere “praising God.” Prayer is simply talking to God. As a Christian, younow have the amazing privilege of being able to talk to God anytime youwant, and about anything you want. The Bible says:Don't worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. TellGod what you need, and thank him for all he has done. Then youwill experience God's peace, which exceeds anything we canunderstand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you livein Christ Jesus. (Phil 4:6-7)
We see that there are two types of prayer. First, praising your Fatherfor who He is and what He has done for you. Secondly, asking Him to help
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you. Both are very important and help you to trust God with yourdifficulties and have a God-centered perspective in your life. 3
E) God wants you committed to sharing the good news aboutJesus to non-Christians

Fifth, the first Christians were telling others the Good News aboutforgiveness through trust in Christ. It was through this practice that “theLord added to their fellowship those who were being saved.”A few chapters later in the Book of Acts we read: “The believers whowere scattered preached the Good News about Jesus wherever they went”(8:4). There are few privileges and pleasures greater than being used byGod to help someone become a Christian and receive eternal life. Practicalsteps and instruction on sharing the Good News about Jesus was providedin Project 1.B of this study.The Bible says, “All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles'teaching, and to fellowship, and to sharing in meals (including the Lord'sSupper), and to prayer. . . And each day the Lord added to their fellowshipthose who were being saved. (Acts 2:42, 47). God your Father wants youto be committed to 5 practices and a local church to help you grow as aChristian.
F) How can you keep these commitments?

The early Christians, “worshiped together at the Temple each day” and“met in homes” regularly (Acts 2:46). The large gathering at the templesoon became a Sunday church service in the early Church. And asChristianity spread, the early Christians started local churches led by godlyPastors.Being devoted to the above Christian practices is a challengingcommitment. But again, your Father does not expect you to do them alone.This is why He wants to give you a local church to be help you with yourChristian life.The first believers were devoted to hearing the Apostles teach the Bible.Today, God provides Pastors in the local church for the same purpose. Godnever intended for you to learn His word alone. The Bible says:Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, theprophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. Theirresponsibility is to equip God's people to do his work and build upthe church, the body of Christ. This will continue until we all cometo such unity in our faith and knowledge of God's Son that we willbe mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full and completestandard of Christ.Then we will no longer be immature like children. We won't betossed and blown about by every wind of new teaching. We will not
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1 The New Believer’s Bible in the New Living Translation is highly recommendedand can be found online at:h t t p s : / / w w w . a m a z o n . c o m / N e w - B e l i e v e r s - B i b l e - N L TTyndale/dp/1414302541/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1525364423&sr=1-1&keywords=nlt+new+believer%27s+bible.

be influenced when people try to trick us with lies so clever theysound like the truth. (Eph 4:11-13)
Why did the Lord give “pastors and teachers” to the local church? Tohelp you grow spiritually. Theirministries “build up” people in “the church”and will help you serve God and “be mature in the Lord.” They will alsoprotect you from harmful false teachings about the Bible.As pointed out in the following Project (1.E “Choosing a Church”), themost important attribute of a church is the character of its leaders. You arelooking for men who will earn your trust and respect. This is because Godwants you to follow and serve them. The Bible says:Trust your spiritual leaders because they have earned it. Yield tothem because they carefully guard and care for your souls. Theywill give an account to God for how well they do this. Follow andsupport your leaders so that you give them joy instead of grief. Togrieve your Pastors will not benefit you. (Heb 13:17 DEV 4)

Therefore, it is vital for your Christian life that you find and join a lovingand biblical local church with mature and godly leaders.Finally, it was described above that God wants you to be committed tosharing your life with others and having close Christian friends. This willprobably not happen by just going to church every Sunday. You need to becommitted to a small group in your church in order to experience thefriendships, fellowship, and family God wants you to. 5The Bible says, “All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles'teaching, and to fellowship, and to sharing in meals (including the Lord'sSupper), and to prayer. . . And each day the Lord added to their fellowshipthose who were being saved. (Acts 2:42, 47). God your Father wants youto be committed to 5 practices and a local church to help you grow as aChristian.
► Return to the beginning of this chapter and answer the questions there.
► Recite Acts 2:38 from memory.
►Memorize Acts 2:42, 47 in the translation above or another.
►Meet this weekwith your group to discuss chapters 1.9-1.10 of this study.
► If you are not currently a member of a local church, complete Project1.E: “Choosing a Church.”
► Complete Project 1.F: “Planning & Pursuing My ChristianCommitments” before meeting with your small group.
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2 For more instruction on how to be spiritually strengthened by the Bible seechapter 2.9 in Christian Essentials study #2: FOUNDATIONS.
3 For more instruction on praising God see chapter 2.7 in Christian Essentialsstudy #2: FOUNDATIONS. For more instruction on prayer see chapter 2.8 and2.10 in the same study.
4 (Heb 13:17 DEV)- “Trust . . . because they have earned it” translates the Greekword peithesthewhich comes from the verb peithōmeaning: “to be so convincedthat one puts trust in something; be persuaded” (BDAG #2). Vine’s ExpositoryDictionary defines peithō as: “to cause a change of mind by the influence ofreason or moral considerations” (p. 469). (cf. Matt 27:20; 28:14; Acts 13:43;19:8; Rom 8:38; 14:14; Phil 1:6; 1 John 3:19;). Elsewhere in Hebrews itself it hasthe meaning of “convinced” (6:9). Accordingly, the NIV translates Hebrews13:17 as “have confidence in your leaders.”The typical translation of simply “obey” (NASB, NLT, NET, ESV, KJV) ismisleading. The idea of “follow” or “yield” is reflected in some uses of the word(cf. Acts 5:38; 23:21; Rom 2:8; Gal 5:7; James 3:3). But it should be noticed thatif the author primarily intended the meaning of “obey” there were several otherGreek words he could have used to convey this more clearly (cf. tereō “keep”Matt 19:17; peitharcheō “obey” Acts 5:29). This is precisely what the author ofHebrews does when he uses another word for “obey” (hypakous) instead ofpeithō in Hebrews 5:9 because he intends the meaning of “obey.”Peithō at times includes the idea of following someone’s authority. But it doesnot mean an absolute obedience. Peithō in Hebrews 13:17 means an earned trustfrompersuasion, not an unqualified submission because of the person’s position.God expects the Christian to be persuaded by the character, knowledge, andwisdom of their spiritual leaders before they trust and follow them. This is whythere are extensive lists of their character qualifications in the NT (cf. 1 Tim 3:1-7; Tit 1:5-9). Spiritual leaders have a responsibility to earn and maintain thetrust of those following them and the Greek word peithō communicates this evenif most English translations do not.Unfortunately, the idea of authoritarian church leadership or unqualifiedsubmission is suggested by many NT commentators. For example, JohnMacArthur writes regarding Hebrews 13:17, “The command is unqualified. Obeyyour leaders and submit to them” (MacArthur New Testament Commentary,Hebrews [Moody, 1997], 445). The author uncharacteristically ignores themeaning of the Greek here.“Yield” translates the Greek word hypeikete; “to yield to someone’s authority”(BDAG). It is used only here in the NT. It would seem significant that the authorof Hebrews did not use the common Greek word for submission (hypotassō) inthe context of spiritual leaders. This may be because the latter suggests astronger form of submission than the word used in Hebrews 13:17.Evidence for this is the fact that a few verses earlier the same author did usethe common word for submission (hypotassō) when he wrote that we should“submit even more to the discipline of the Father of our spirits” (Heb 12:9). Itseems that the author believed there is a difference between how we are to viewthe authority of God compared to the authority of church leaders.All of these points are supported by the fact that submission to other God-
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ordained authorities in life is repeatedly described as including “everything.”For example, Scriptures say, “As the church submits to Christ, so you wivesshould submit to your husbands in everything” (Eph 5:24); “Children, obeyyour parents in everything” (Col 3:20 NIV); and “Slaves, obey your earthlymasters in everything you do” (Col 3:22). The intentional and relatively rareomission of the word “everything” in the context of submission to churchauthorities again suggests that pastoral authority is to be more earned andvoluntary than these other spheres of God-ordained authority.Finally, all of this is also supported by Peter’s admonition to church leaders:“Don’t lord it over [katakyrieuontes] the people assigned to your care, but leadthem by your own good example” (1 Pet 5:3). The Greek word here means: “tobring into subjection, become master, gain dominion over, subdue” (BDAG).Again, the authority of a Pastor is described as coming from the persuasion oftheir “example,” not the mere power of their position.“Carefully guard and care for” translated the Greek agrypnousin meaning“to be vigilant in awareness of threatening peril, to be alertly concerned about,look after, care for” (BDAG #1, #2).“Follow and support” reflects the context of yielding to and following yourspiritual leaders. The writer is saying that Christians have a responsibility torespond to the care of their Pastors so that their work gives them joy and notgrief. Cf. NIV “let their work be a joy”; NLT “Give them reason to do this withjoy.” NT scholar F.F. Bruce writes: “The readers are invited to cooperate withtheir leaders” (The Epistle to the Hebrews [Eerdmans, 1990], 385)
5 For more instruction on Christian fellowship in small groups see chapter 2.6 inChristian Essentials study #2: FOUNDATIONS.
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Project 1.E
Choosing a Church

Week 4
If you are a Christian, God wants you to belong to a church family. Ifyou are not currently a member of a local church, it is important that youfind and join one. If there are several options in your area, then animportant question is how do you choose a church?One of the most important things is whether or not you have friends ina church. It will be easier to join a church where you already have friends.But in the long term there is another attribute that is even moreimportant to look for in a church. The most important attribute of a churchis not its size or location or even what programs they offer. What mattersto God is the teaching and character of the Pastors. These are the thingsthat will affect the character of a local church more than anything else. Achurch will be a reflection of it leaders.This is why the Bible gives a list of qualifications for Pastors which theBible also calls elders:An elder must live a blameless life. He must be faithful to hiswife, and his children must be believers who don’t have a reputationfor being wild or rebellious. A church leader is a manager of God’shousehold, so he must live a blameless life.He must not be arrogant or quick-tempered; he must not be aheavy drinker, violent, or dishonest with money. Rather, he mustenjoy having guests in his home, and he must love what is good. Hemust live wisely and be just. He must live a devout and disciplinedlife.He must have a strong belief in the trustworthy message he wastaught; then he will be able to encourage others with wholesometeaching and show thosewho oppose it where they arewrong. (Titus1:6-9; cf. 1 Tim 3:1-12)
These are the kind of men you are looking for to be your Pastors.Perhaps more than anything else, what kind of Pastor(s) you have willaffect how well you grow as a ChristianAll of this is why you should personally know your Pastor(s). TheApostle Paul told his friend Timothy: “You must remain faithful to thethings you have been taught. You know they are true, for you know youcan trust those who taught you” (2 Tim 3:13-14). Do “you know you cantrust those who” are teaching you? That is very important, and perhaps themost important thing to consider when choosing to join a local church.How can you know the character of your Pastor(s)? First by theirteaching. The qualifications above say “he will be able to encourage
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1 BDAG.

[parakaleō] others with wholesome teaching” (Tit 1:9). God wants aPastor’s teaching to “encourage” you. The Greek word translated here is arich word. It can mean to urge and appeal strongly to someone and “toinstill someone with courage or cheer, comfort, encourage, cheer up . . .treat someone in an inviting manner, or speak to in a friendly manner.” 1
God wants a Pastor’s teaching to be friendly and to encourage, comfort,and even cheer you up. God does not want Pastors to be harsh anddemanding. The Bible tells Pastors, “Don’t lord it over the people assignedto your care, but lead them by your own good example” (1 Pet 5:3). Jesusrebuked religious teachers whenHe told them, “Youweighmen downwithburdens hard to bear” (Luke 11:46 NASB). Good Pastors will remind youof God’s grace, instead of trying to motivate you with guilt and fear.Secondly, Jesus said you can know a person’s character, “By theirfruit . . . Every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears badfruit. . . Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them” (Matt 7:16-17, 20). Itwas noted above that a local church will reflect the character of its leaders.A good and godly Pastor will produce a good and godly church. The kind ofpeople in a church will indicate what kind of Pastor they have. If the peopleare loving and godly, then this is good evidence that the leaders are lovingand godly. As Jesus said, “the student who is fully trained will become likethe teacher” (Luke 6:40). Accordingly, the Bible says, “Remember yourleaders who taught you the word of God. Think of all the good that hascome from their lives, and follow the example of their faith” (Heb 13:7). Agood Pastor will have much spiritual “good . . . come from their lives.”Related to this will be the Pastor’s family. The qualifications abovestated: “He must be faithful to his wife, and his children must be believerswho don’t have a reputation for being wild or rebellious” (Tit 1:6). Thecharacter of a Pastor’s family is one of the best indications of theircharacter. No one knows them better than their wife and children. Theyare his foremost disciples in the faith. If a Pastor’s family is godly and lovingthen this probably means the Pastor is the same.Finally, a good Pastor will be willing to let you know him. Thequalification above state that God requires that a good Pastor, “enjoyhaving guests in his home” (Tit 1:8). One reason God wants a Pastor tohave people in his home is so they can better know his character. If a Pastoroffers such an invitation take advantage of it. God wants His sheep to knowtheir shepherd.Choosing a local church will be one of the most important decisions inyour life. Choose wisely and carefully, knowing that the character of theleaders will affect the character of the church more than anything else.
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Project 1.F
Planning & Pursuing My Christian Commitments

You have learned many things in the FORGIVENESS study. The mostimportant is how to obtain forgiveness forever from God through trustingin Jesus Christ. As described in the last chapter (1.10), there are now somecommitments God wants you to make that will bless your life anddemonstrate you are a real Christian.We would encourage you to complete the questions and tasks below inorder to evaluate your next steps as a Christian. All of these commitmentscan seem like a lot at first. But every one of them will be a great blessing toyour life and you have Christian friends who will help you. Please check offthe commitments you havemade, or record your plan for completing them.Then meet with a Pastor in your local church to discuss them.
Name: Date:
√ My Commitments Notes/Plans

I will be baptized as a believerin Jesus Christ.
Where & when will you do this?

I will commit to attendingweekly Sunday services in alocal church.
Where & when will you do this?

I will commit to joining asmall group of Christians toserve them and learn fromthem.

When & with who will you do this?

I will commit to reading aportion of the NT every day.& praying over.
Where & when will you do this?

I will commit to praising Godand praying to Him everyday.
Where & when will you do this?

I will meet with a Pastor inmy church to get to knowthem and let them know me.
When and with who will you do this?

I will commit to praying forfamily and friends who donot believe in Jesus Christ astheir Savior and Lord.

Please list some people you would like to startpraying for:
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Appendix 1.A
Memory Verses for FORGIVENESS Study

All verses are in the translation used in this study.
Reference Verse

1 Peter 3:18 Christ suffered for our sins once for all time. He neversinned, but he died for sinners to bring you safely hometo God.
John 14:6 I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can cometo the Father except through me.

John 3:16, 18
God loved the world so much that he gave his one andonly Son, so that everyone who believes in him will notperish but have eternal life. . . . But anyone who doesnot believe in him has already been judged for notbelieving in God's one and only Son.

Rom 3:23 Everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God's gloriousstandard.

Rom 3:20 No one can ever bemade right with God by doingwhatthe law commands. The law simply shows us howsinful we are.
Rom 3:22 We are made right with God by placing our faith inJesus Christ. And this is true for everyonewho believes,no matter who we are.
1 John 5:13 I have written this to you who believe in the name ofthe Son of God, so that youmay know you have eternallife.
1 John 4:13 God has given us his Spirit as proof that we live in himand he in us.
1 John 3:10 Anyone who does not live righteously and does notlove other believers does not belong to God.

Acts 2:38
Each of you must repent of your sins, turn to God, andbe baptized in the name of Jesus Christ to show thatyou have received forgiveness for your sins.

Acts 2:42, 47 All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles'teaching, and to fellowship, and to sharing in meals
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(including the Lord's Supper), and to prayer. . . Andeach day the Lord added to their fellowship those whowere being saved


